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THE NEWSLETTER OF AMERICAN BAPTISTS CONCERNED FOR SEXUAL MINORITIES “Behold the turtle: it makes progress

only when it sticks its neck out.”
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www.rainbowbaptists.org

Ninety-Five Ministers Perform Holy
Union to Challenge Church Policy

By Lois Pearlman Fado made it clear that the ministersurtlenecks, and lavender cardigans
Sacramento - Organizers expected 80officiating at the ceremony were ready tappliqued with flowers.

Methodist ministers to perform a leshiarface the consequences of their actions.

holy union in Sacramento’s ConventionBefore they read, in unison, the “blessing¥he 90-minute service was a mixture of
Center Theater on, January 16, 1999, baind announcements” that joined the coupleligion, politics, and pure fun. It included
by the time the clergy marched on stagtgether, Fado declared, “If anyone wantmusic performed by soloists and a chorus
their ranks had swelled to 95. Theo file charges against us, this is what thef hundreds of local singers who call
ministers blessed the relationship betweerharges are for, this blessing.” themselves DIVA (Diverse Individuals
Ellie Charlton, 63, and Jeanne Barnett, 68, Vocalizing Affirmatively). Barnett's niece
both longtime members of the churchFollowing the blessing, Charlton andand cousin also sang a duet fréthantom
thereby defying a 1998 United MethodisBarnett exchanged their vows, pledging t@f the Operaand Charlton’s daughter-in-
Church ruling that forbids its ministers tolove each other for the rest of lives. The
perform same-sex holy unions. women wore identical outfits - gray slacks,

continued on page 3

Under Methodist law the ministers could

be defrocked for the simple act of .
providing their relationship with the NeW We bSIte Lau nChed
blessings of the church. Gay former
ministers and dozens of lay representatives year ago, American Baptists ConcerneiVe hope Rainbow Baptists can be your one
from gay-supportive churches joined théaunched our website, Rainbow Baptistsstop source for news and information
ministers on stage, adding their presence ©n March 29, we will launch an improvedaffecting sexual minority Christians.
this act of "ecclesiastical disobedience.ivebsite with a new look and morePlease check the site out and let us know
According to organizers over 1,000 guestgesources. The new site, also calledhat you think. www.rainbowbaptists.org
were in the audience, most of them gayRainbow Baptists, is a joint venture of
supportive members from NorthernABConcerned and Honesty, our equivalent
California churches. Southern Baptist organization.  Both - .

groups share the common goals df The Fuside 5000p
What had begun in October 1998, as providing support and advocacy for sexudl
personal commitment by Charlton andninority Baptists, family and friends, and .V HECiLER Cerer Secre:tary
Barnett's minister, the Rev. Don Fado obutreach and education to those seekig/SSU€S statement on hate crimes.
St. Mark’'s United Methodist Church ininformation and answers. v UCC President issues pastord|
Sacramento, to perform his next same-sex letter calling for LGBT inclusivity.
holy union in public, turned into a powerful The new site includes: links to the growing . .
statement of religious support for gaynumber of regional chapters of botf] Y St€ering Committee wants to
marriage. groups, information on homosexuality ang foster chapter growth.

the Bible, a listing of welcome & affirming [ y North Carolina church takes
AIt_hough Methqdlst ministers haye beert:hurc_hes, resources for youth gnd familieg, stand for sexual minority rights.
quietly performing same-sex unions forand links to affirming ecumenical groups
many years, the group’s General Confereneend resources. Rainbow Baptists also haga¥ Canada moves toward equality.
voted in 1998 to amend its Social Rules ttnews” section to keep folks informed on T ™
say, “Ceremonies that celebrate homosexualatters of interest to lesbian, gay, bisexugl v e Eali Seme Cerl
unions shall not be conducted by ouand transgender Baptists and supportife v “ABConcerned National
ministers and shall not be conducted in outllies. We plan to update the news sectidqn Retreat June 26-29.
churches.” weekly.

v
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Te”i:ﬂ:faf;;:ihsui:id“'e ABC/USA General Secretary
Speaks Out Against Hate Crimes

Biennial Meeting
A Response From The Rev. Daniel Weiss

Des Moines, lowa * June 22-25, 1999

American Baptists Concerned and the

Association of Welcoming & Affirming
Baptists Will Have a Visible Presence
In the wake of widely reported incidents dafie lashed to a fence. Weiss noted particular

violent attacks againstindividuals, Americaconcerns about the actions of a religious
Baptist Churches USA General Secretagyoup that picketed Shepard’s funeral and
Daniel E. Weiss is urging American Baptistgublicly denounced him. “I want to assure
AWAB Hospitality Suite, Conversation Spaceand other people of faith “to bring forw_arthl pepple of good will that those _taking part
P our Lord’'s mandate for peacemakingn this horrible spectacle are in no way
at the Savery Hotel, which is very close to the . . . . . .
Convention Center (by walkway) compassion and reconC|I|at!qn and confroaSslouated yvlth an Amerlcan_Baptlst church
immediately and unconditionally theser in our life as a denomination. That,
despicable expressions of hatredHowever, does not lessen the sadness we
feel. It is especially unsettling when people
» ABConcerned & AWAB booth/exhibit space”For Christians, the course is clear,” Weissho claim to be living out the reconciling
at the Roger Williams Fellowship Freedom said. “Violence is the manifestation oGospel of Jesus Christ—and who call
Exhibit, located in St. Johns Lutheran Churchcowardice and fear. As a response toemselves Baptists—use a time of grieving
(next to Convention Center) interpersonal relationships it is antitheticaind loss to spew their vitriolic message of
to everything the Gospel teaches us. \WWate."
who take seriously the Great Commission
need to articulate that truth. Our voices ne#ven if these are, as some maintain, isolated
to be heard. If we don't pursue understandiimcidents, we cannot assume the seeds of
ourselves, and call others to the samgsunderstanding and violence have not
» Dealing with a family member “coming out” standard, we're failing to be effectivdoeen planted in many places, among many
(Sponsored by ABConcerned)* disciples.” Weiss’s concern reflects thpeople,” Weiss said. “We see the evidence
imperative expressed by many Americaof that in the Middle East, in Kosovo, in
Baptists for confronting violence andasper, in Wyoming, and in so many other
injustice motivated by racism anglacesthatdon’t make the ‘News at11.'Itis
homophobia against individuals and groupsur responsibility as followers of Christ to
Among numerous recent incidents, medanfront the evils we see and to promote
attention focused early last year on Jaspegconciliation. We need to confront hardened
« W&A Service of Worship. The Rev. Tex., where James Byrd Jr., an Africanearts, and affirm the wonderful opportunity
Timothy Phillips, co-pastor of University American man, died after being draggddr change and renewal that Christ offers to
Baptist Church in Seattle, preaching (W&A)* chained to a pick-up truck. And two Irall people at all times.” v
October of last year, Matthew Shepard, a

chomosexugl University of Wyoming  grom the American Baptist News Service
freshman, died after being beaten and left to

PLANNED ACTIVITIES INDLUE

Monday-Friday

Tuesday-Friday

Wednesday, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

* Be(com)ing a Welcoming & Affirming
Congregation (Sponsored by AWAB)*

Wednesday, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
* AWAB Business Meeting*

Wednesday, 5:00-6:00 p.m.

* Following worship a reception will be hoste
by American Baptists Concerned to present
the “Randle R. Mixon Award for Christian
Service.™

please write to the preceding address. We are always

Voice of the Turtle is published by F e to the prece "
interested in having writing submitted by our readers.

American Baptists Concerned

=

P.O. Box 3183 « Walnut Creek, CA 94565

Thursday, 2:45-4:30 p.m.

~J

* Turning to Jesus - What does the Bible Say
a study of scripture as it relates to the church
and homosexuality (Sponsored by AWAB)*

Membership, Subscription and
Donation Information

 Being Christian and Gay. (Sponsored by
ABConcerned)*

Thursday, 9:00 p.m.

* Preservation of Baptist Principles Gathering,

held at the Convention Center.

* At St. John's Lutheran Church, 601 Keosaugua \

(925)439-4672 « ambaptists@aol.com
www.rainbowbaptists.org

American Baptists Concerned is the national Baptist
caucus advocating the inclusion and affirmation of
sexual minority people. The name or address of a
person or business herein is not to be construed as an
indication of sexual orientation.

Ifyou are interestedin furtherinformation about American
Baptists Concerned, or would like to submit writing,
\Vi

If you would like to like to subscribe to Voice of the
Turtle, join American Baptists Concerned ($25 per
year) or make a donation, please write to the address
bellow:

American Baptists Concerned
P.O. Box 130792 « St. Paul, MN 55113

Editor and Publisher, Chris Boisvert
(925) 439-4672 « caboisvert@aol.com
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This Time,
By Gary Harris

Fro
Co-C

Is There An ABConcerned
Chapter Where You Live?

Steering Committee Accepts Challenge to
Help Start Regional Chapters

Once a month, on average, Americdhe Steering Committee will write to
Baptists Concerned receives a call or &@arbyVoice of the Turtlsubscribers
email from someone “out there” aloneand members to share the name of the
wishing to make contact with someoneontact person in that region with the
who just might become a friendly lesbiarfjope that there will be enough interest
gay, bisexual or transgender face. It c&® begin a new group. You can be
be lonely out there, and too often we agssured that we will do everything we
at a loss to provide the name of @n to protect your confidentiality.
supportive ally, especially in the soutiRemember that Jesus said, “Where
central states. Thankfully, there havo or three are gathered together...”
been an active chapter of ABConcerned
in New England for some time. | cafcach chapter will take on an identity
remember the first time | reached owll its own, but we will share insights
and attended a meeting of ABConcerndtm other chapters. For example,
Massachusetts. It truly is like findingRhode Island is small enough that we
long-lost family members. This Februarjjave a state-wide group that meets
Rhode Island’s chapter of ABConcernedionthly and has seen up to 20 persons
celebrated its fifth anniversary, and | agathered for pot luck, check-in,
thankful for the friendship and suppor@ievotional moment, and a meeting
of so many LGBT friends and straightthat may involve a guest speaker, a
but-not-narrow allies who meet monthlyime of personal story-sharing,
in our group. business, or planning. Yes, we have
parties too. While this might not work
At its 1999 mid-winter Steeringin regions with a larger area mass,
Committee meeting in Connecticutgrowing a different sort of
ABConcerned took up the challenge #8BConcerned chapter is still possible.
help local chapters begin wherever there
is a need and a desire. Two regions ha@entact us by snail mail, email, or
already indicated an interest, and wghone. We look forward to the time
will support them in whatever way wevhen there is an ABConcerned place
can as they begin. While we will nofor everyone. We need your help to
share the names of others in those regiofstreach and help othems

There are new chapters in the process of being formed
in Indiana and New Hampshire

95 Ministers
Perform Holy
Union

continued from page 1

law and granddaughter recited a poem they
had written together.

A high point was a comic song called “The
Ballad of Ellie and Jeanne,” about the joys
and tribulations of lesbian love, written and
performed by a husband-and-wife team.
Just before the benediction, audience
members tossed hundreds of multi-colored
crepe paper streamers into the air, strewing
the auditorium with an overlay of helter-
skelter rainbow stripes.

Outside the convention center, cordoned
off by yellow tape and police, about 15

members of the Rev. Fred Phelps’ traveling
band of anti-gay activists held brightly

colored signs that proclaimed “God hates
fags,” “sows wed,” and “Union made in

hell.” Phelps, a Topeka, Kansas preacher,
has appeared with his hand-full followers at
numerous gay religious events, most
recently Matthew Shepard’'s funeral in

Wyoming last October.

On the other side of the street supporters of
the wedding ceremony formed a “Circle of
Love,” singing hymns and spirituals and
holding hand-made signs. One group of
supporters from Placerville, California,
carried signs that said, “I'm a white,
married, middle class, heterosexual woman.
Homophobia hurts. This is my issue, too” v

e N\

American Baptists
Concerned of the
Rochester, NY Area

Join us as we seek ro embody
the Good News of God'’s
acceptance and love.

Y

(716) 442-5486

abc-rny@rainbowbaptists.org
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North Carolina Church Takes  siem e ai ieast a dozen gay members

including two openly gay deacons.

Stan d fOr G ay R I g htS Baptist historians say denominational unity

is weakening and many churches are

By Yonat Shimron The discussion was closed to the media, beidving the fold for new alliances. “We are
Winston-Salem, NC— Members of Wake church leaders later held a news confereratea time when increasing fragmentation is
Forest Baptist Church cleared the way to announce the resolution. They stoadking place in the old Baptist system,” said
November 1998, for its ministers twnderneath an oil painting of the Rewill Leonard, the dean of the Divinity
perform same-sex unions — a decision th&amuel Wait, the founder of Wake ForeSichool at Wake Forest University. “There
will have wide-ranging ramifications forUniversity, and the man whose name gracssems to be more questioning of official ties
the church and its standing within ththe chapel where the church meets. Thethe Southern Baptist Convention.”
Baptist State Convention [N.C. Southeroriginal motion would have affirmed same-
Baptists]. The church, however, stoppeskx relationships. But the substitute motidn the past few months several churches,
short of formally endorsing same-sewas typically Baptist, said the Rev. Richarichicluding First Baptist of Raleigh and Watts
unions and resolved that only God can bleGsoves, the pastor of the church, in that$treet Baptist in Durham, cut off ties to the
relationships between two people. affirmed the right of each individual tonational denomination after it amended a

make personal decisions about their faitbtatement of faith to require women to be
The church will likely proceed with a‘We are very committed to the idea thaubmissive to men. Wake Forest Baptist is
ceremony for two lesbian members wheach of us has a relationship with Goddmong those churches that have felt
have asked that their union be given Groves said. alienated from the Southern Baptist
formal church blessing. If it does, the Convention over its position on women.
church will also face almost certaiBBut last week, at their annual meeting ifhe church includes women on the deacons
expulsion from the Baptist State Conventioinston-Salem, state Baptists said thdyoard and the church’s associate minister is
of North Carolina, the state’s largeswould ask for even tougher measureswoman.
religious group with more than 1.2 millioragainst North Carolina churches that affirm
members. At a denominational meetingays. The state convention prohibiSialogue on the status of gays began in
convention President Mac Brunson washurches that endorse homosexuality frob993, when the church revised its weekly
quoted as saying, “We can’t condone sincontributing money to the denomination —bulletin to say that it was “an inclusive

a policy that, in effect, limits thoseChristian community.” Over the years it has
The congregation is the third in the state éhurches’ participation. But some said theyrappled over Scripture quotes that
take a stand in favor of full inclusion of gays/anted to see stronger language or a forngahdemn homosexuality and pondered
and lesbians in the life of the church. Amendmentto the convention’s constitutiomhether gays and lesbians choose their
church in Raleigh and a church in Chaptbomewhere a line needs to be drawn gexuality or are born with it. In October,
Hill were expelled from the convention irterms of how we respond to churches th&®98, the church took a decisive step
1992 for performing a gay covenarnpractice things contrary to Scripture,” saitbward performing gay unions when it
ceremony and ordaining a gay divinitthe Rev. Wayne Blackwell, pastor of Bethefoted to allow church space to be used for
school student, respectively. Both church8sptist Church in Rutherford County. “I'mcovenant ceremonies. November's vote
— Pullen Memorial Baptist in Raleigh andoncerned that our convention remaiwas intended to be more principled:
Binkley Memorial Baptist in Chapel Hill —faithful to Scripture.” whether church members endorse the idea.
were later kicked out of the Southern
Baptist Convention as well, after th&ut members of Wake Forest Baptisflembers said it was the presence of gays in
national group amended its constitution ©hurch said the relationships among churteir midst that convinced them they were
bar churches that affirm homosexuality. members were more important to them thasady to recognize their lifelong

membership in the state convention — @mmitments. “They’ve been extraordinary,
The November decision, approved in a 9fesition that is becoming increasinglgood, faithful members,” said Richard
33 vote after more than two hours gdopular among congregations across tBarnett, a deacon in the church. “They're
discussion in a basement auditorium, w&®uth. hard-working and deserve as complete a
not as strongly worded as some in the level of participation as any member should
church would have liked, but at least orf&/e’re more concerned with the effect thieave, including the blessing of their
member, a deacon who is a lesbian, said sfezision will have on our members than ouglationships — which are long-term and
was satisfied. “I'm pleased our ministersonnection with the Baptist Statenonogamous.”v
have the opportunity to participate in thesgonvention,” said Ed Christman, a member
ceremonies,” Susan Parker said. “It'sf the church. “I think the focus has been )
important for gays to know this service imore on what this means for our long- ~ From theRaleigh News & Observer
now available through Wake Forest Baptistanding members.” The church, which November, 16, 1998
Church.” was founded in 1957 shortly after Wake
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Canada Moves
Toward Equality

By Erin Anderssen

A Picture Is Worth A Thousand
Words... Or Is It Just One?

By Nance Goodman
Ottawa, ON- The Canadian federal government

is planning sweeping changes to dozens of piefes . . , . w o .
of legislation to extend equal rights to same-skx The word is lesbian. Or at least, that's ttfeomosexual lifestyle” is incompatible

couples. word according to the cabinet of Kentuckwith their work and “Christian values.”
Baptist Homes for Children, where, up until

Pre-empting a losing battle in the countryls September 1998, Alicia Pedreira wasBHC is the largest residential treatmen
courts, government sources say, Ottawa hasemployed as a therapist. agency for youth in the state of Kentucky
decided to proceed with amendments that will and accepts federal monies. Their missiop
treat homosexual couples the same ps My partnerand|returned from ourvacatiostatement includes the following: “The
heterosexuals in everything from pensions [to in August, only to be greeted with the newsBHC structure stresses a partnershi
bankruptcy law to the Criminal Code. that a ‘lovely’ picture of the two of us wasmong staff. KBHC is committed to
being displayed at the Kentucky State Fafnstering an environment that daily affirms
The government's political will to make theé After some creative sleuthing, wehe professional, personal, and spiritual
changes was strengthened by the fact that theregiscovered that the picture was of the two development of our staff. Thatenvironmen
was little evidence of a backlash whep 5 jeaningup againstawall atthe Louisviliacludes a safe work place, an appreciatio
Immigration Minister, Lucienne Robillard] A ips\walk. | had my arms around Aliciaof multicultural backgrounds, and a
arjnounced in January 1999, t.hat her departmentand she was wearing a T-shirt with a map cdmmitment to ethical integrity.”

will open the door to same-sex immigrant couplgs. Greece on it, and writing that said ‘Isle of

The major policy shift has been prompted by|a Lesbos’. The 11x17 inch photo had bee(entqcky d_oes.not have any sort of anti
growing stack of court cases that say certdin taken by a photogrqpher unknown .to bothay discrimination laws on th'e books, andg
existing federal laws violate the Charter of Rights of us, and_entered in the State Fair phoas .I ho.pe you knovy, there is no federa
and Freedoms by not treating homosexuals gnd €ontest, without our consent. legislation to stop this kind of event from
heterosexual couples equally. occurring.

Ordinarily, this would not be a problem.

“The government has to deal with this sooneror The photograph was not in any waWhatcanyoudoto help stop situations like
later,” a government source said. “It's suggestive or risqué. However, Alicia wathis one?

unavoidable.” employed by Kentucky Baptist Homes for

Children. Atthe time of her being hired byt) This kind of discrimination and
A gay and lesbian rights group has launched a the agency, she came outto her prospectharassment functions best in secrecy. o
massive lawsuitagainst Ottawa, seeking changesemployers, telling them she was a lesbianhen you hear about stories such as thi
to 58 federal statutes. But David Corbett, lawyer and stating that she did not want the job,share them with others and ask them to joi
for the Foundation for Equal Families, said the that was going to be an issue. She wwsu in responding through phone calls
group has made it clear that it is willing to drop  55sured that it was not a problem, as longexsail and letters.

the court action if the government proceeds with she didn’t talk about her personal life at

changes unde.r asettime line. Ot@awa has not ®work. At the time of our vacation, Alicia2) Talk to any media people whenyou hea
responded officially to the lawsuit. was well settled into her job, as the cliniciaof stories like this. Let them know you are
for aresidential treatment cottage for troublgainst such actions.

=4

2]

o7

=)

=

While the decision has been made to make het db
changes, sources said the government is till eenaged boys.

debating how to do it, either with one omnibys ) ) ] 3) Wri_te letters, send email and call the
bill amending a mass of legislation together pr Everything changed with the display of thagencies, such as KBHC and let them

by proceeding individually through each Photograph. Suddenly, the cabinetof KBHKnow that this kind of blatant employment
department involved. was meeting, personnel was phoning hdiscrimination is unacceptable. Tell them
boss, and her jobwasinjeopardy. Althougtbout the “Christian values” of tolerance
High-level discussions are under way in anumber Alicia had excellentrapportwith her clientsand respect.

of government departments to decide how b¢st a glowing job evaluation, and the respect of

to implement the changes. Beyond the obvious her supervisor and peers, she was askedt®too late to save Alicia’s job. It's not,

complication of drafting a massive omnibus bil|, resign just one week after the fair. Alicihowever, too late to stand up against thi
there is concern that it would create a focal pojnt refused to resign, and after being harasskdidd of injustice. Please help us create

for opponents of gay rights. As well, casgs for six weeks, was officially fired. KBHC culture where this kind of blatant
against some elements of federal law hale has instituted a new policy stating that thgiscrimination is unacceptable v

U7y

o

continued on page 12
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diligent in their sacramental life, forthright

P ro p h etl C R eﬂ eCtl O n S in their Christian withess and compassionate

in their service. We have been confronted
A Pastoral Letter For US AII and gifted by parents and grandparents,
sisters and brothers, daughters and sons,
faithful members of our church, whose
From The Rev. Paul H. Sherry, embrace by a loving God has enabled them
President of the United Church of Christ to accept a gay, lesbian, or bisexual family
member, and who yearn for that same loving
embrace to be extended by the church to
their child, their grandchild, their brother or
There is therefore now no condemnation fohildren in the membership and ministry dcfister, their parent. We have been confronted
those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8t church. Likewise, there can be nand gifted by faithful, mature, and able
compromise that all persons in this societgembers who have experienced God'’s call
In recent months we have witnessed theust enjoy equal protection under the lawo the ordained ministry of Word and
continuance of hate crimes against gay, Sacrament, who have sought and received
lesbian, and bisexual persons, while in thevrite in deep gratitude for the journey othe recognition and authorization of the
church discussion about their civil rightdiscernment and action that the Unitechurch. We have been confronted and gifted
and the appropriateness of their membersi@purch of Christ has taken over the pasy ordained men and women who have
and ministry in the life of the church haseveral decades. For all our difficulties arskrved faithfully and well for many years
intensified. Several denominations in thehallenges, | believe the United Church @ihd who now wish to minister among us
United States, as well as some churches aPlurist is uniquely equipped to take on thisith renewed vitality openly affirming their
bishops around the world, have adopted @@mplex but crucial vocation both in theame gender orientation. We have been
reaffirmed policies that exclude gay, lesbiapublic arena and among our ecumenicadnfronted and gifted by gay, lesbian, and
and bisexual persons from sharing fully ipartners. Informed by the actions of seveigisexual persons who have found love in the
the ministry of the church. Other Christiaeneral Synods, by Biblical and theologicghysical, emotional, and spiritual embrace
leaders have harshly suggested that gasflection, and above all by countless pastol another, and are living in committed
lesbian, and bisexual persons have no plaaeounters with members of our church,cbvenantal relationships of fidelity and trust
at all in the life of the church and that theam convinced that there must be and will béhich they yearn for the church to bless and
human rights do not deserve the full measure turning back from our commitmentthe society to respect and protect. And we
of legal protection. In addition, some politicadspecially in the face of the current prejudi¢eave been confronted and gifted by members
leaders, usually claiming religious supporand misunderstanding prevalent in both tleé our church and those of other churches
have vigorously opposed efforts to secuchurch and the society. who have known the pain of rejection, the
these very rights. Sometimes these anti-gay anguish of exclusion, and the fear of abuse,
positions have been justified by flawe@ontrary to what some assume or allege, thet who remain faithful to their baptismal
scientific understandings of the nature a@bnviction of the General Synod of thgows, seek to be fed at Christ’'s Table, and
homosexuality. Underlying many of thes&nited Church of Christ, along with thelesiretobe engaged inthe mission of Christ’s
convictions is the assumption, frequentlyitness of many conferences, associatiomsconciling love in the world.
untested, that the Bible in general, arahd local churches, is not a superficial
Christianity in particular, teach thatesponse to changing cultural norms or &onfronted and gifted by these baptized
homosexuality is a sin. easy reaction to certain social opinions. gersons, members of the United Church of
their best, our commitments have grown oGthrist have been challenged to read the
In my role as pastor to the United Church of a profound reflection on the meaning d@ible again with new eyes and listen to the
Christ, and in this season of theologicalur baptism and our participation in theloly Spirit with new ears. We have had to
reflection on “The Inclusive Church,” | offersacrament of holy communion. Oureexaminelongheld assumptions aboutthose
this Pastoral Letter to remind all of us th@mmitments have grown as we havew passages of Scripture that appear to
the church is to be a place where all aresponded pastorally to the needs of manyspieak about homosexuality in the light of
welcomed, where the gifts of all areur members and their families who haweansforming interpretations from widely
recognized and received, and where theen the victims of prejudice or who havwespected Bible scholars and teachers, and
rights of all are defended and promotedxperienced rejection in the church. we have begun to recognize how our fears of
When so many in our society would reject those who are different, and our society’s
and exclude, it is critical that we of th&/e have been confronted and gifted by tldeeply entrenched bias against homosexual
United Church of Christ bear witness to theresence in our church of gay, lesbian, apdrsons has often distorted and nearly
conviction that it is possible to be deeplpisexual Christians who have been baptizsienced the Bible’s liberating and inclusive
faithful to the Bible, profoundly respectfuin our sanctuaries, confirmed before owoice. At the same time, encounters with
of the historic faith of the church and of italtars, and ordained by our associations. Werting and excluded sisters and brothers
sacraments, and at the same time supporthiage been confronted and gifted by men ahdve caused us to look to the whole of
full inclusion and participation of all God’swomen faithfully attentive to the WordScripture which speaks of a God who

November, 1998
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continually reaches out for those who afehe encounters in our own church with ea@md brothers among us who do not share our
cast out for any reason, those who live at thther over the subject of sexual orientatiamderstanding or conviction or witness. At
margins of our lives. We have beenremindédve not been easy and, for some, rem#ie same time, we have sometimes failed to
of our identity as disciples of the One whprofoundly disturbing. We have experiencegcognize how the Bible has been used by
often ate with those rejected by the religiousnflict; the covenants that bind us togetheome to perpetuate prejudice and to justify
norms of the day, the One who sets beforehsve been tested. At times we have fefiblence against homosexual persons.

all the Table of God'’s inclusive love, mercyisolated from and misunderstood by some in

and grace. the ecumenical community. But we havBut in these days we dare not be silent,
also experienced marvelous surprises: either. | believe our voice amongthe churches
In these encounters, we have remembered and within our society is urgently needed,

our own history, recalling ways we have.the growth and vitality of many locabearing witness to the belief that God
been led to expand the church’s welcomethurches that have declared themselves opberishes all and dignifies all, and to our
others who have been excluded. We and affirming of the gifts of gay, lesbianexperience of gay, lesbian, and bisexual
remembered the Amistad and the story ahd bisexual persons; persons as gifts of God, called with us by
our forebears, both enslaved and free, who their baptism into the fullest participation in
rejected Biblical interpretations that..the gracious perseverance of The Unit&bd’s mission of reconciliation in the world.
supported slavery and whose ne@hurch Coalitionfor Gay, Leshian, Bisexudlam convinced this voice will have power
appreciation for the Gospel's mandate lexthd Transgender Concerns which, famsofarasitisavoice shaped by the language
them to fight for freedom for all. Wetwenty-six years, has been a prophetid faith and the experience of worship, a
remembered Japanese Americans drivpresence in our church, clarifying concerngpice in which the liberating truth of the
from their homes during the Second Worlchallenging stereotypes, providing leadeBible can be heard, and the courageous
War, and those of our churches who spof@ every setting of the church'’s life, gentlgpirit of the saints will be echoed. By that
out for their rights. We remembered mamgnd persistently changing hearts and mindwjice, | believe, our churches will be
women who refused to submit to a misuse pfoviding a refuge for those who haveenewed. More importantly, in that voice, |
the Bible that denied them places &uffered wounds of prejudice and exclusidrelieve, the lonely will be called to
leadership or that conspired in their abusa, church and society; companionship, the frightened will find
and who found affirmation and comfort, the abused will know safety, and
encouragementin our churches, our collegesthe gratitude and encouragement tifose sisters and brothers in Christ who have
and our seminaries. We rememberédthristians in other churches who have foutalt hope will rediscover the blessing of
ancestors of our Hungarian sisters amd our church’s journey to newtheir baptism: Child of God, disciple of
brothers whose witness to the Reformethderstandings a sign of hope ami@hrist, member of Christ's Church. v

faith led to their persecution as galley slavesscouragement;

and martyrs, as well as those who fled

oppression in 1956 to find safe haven amonghe growing self-esteem of lesbian, ga
our churches. and bisexual youth in our church who allé-lave You CheCked

able to worship in congregations that respeyfor Address Label?
More recently we remembered our churchteeir full humanity, as well as the
call for self-determination for Puerto Ricaheterosexual youth in our churches whrthe date your membership or subscription is
people, the championing of the rights dfave found themselves called to confrodtie is now above your name on the address
Chicano farm workers, the call for respetihe anti-gay prejudice so prevalent in thdabel of yourVoice of the Turtlelf itis past the
for the dignity of Native American peopleschools; date, we ask that you now pay your membership
demeaned by caricature and stereotype, the to American Baptists Concerned (includes
recognition of the rights of Indigenous..the renewal that springs forth as wgOT) or your subscription to the newsletter.
Hawaiians deprived of their land and cultureljscover, again, that we are not trapped By always, please letus know if you are unable
and solidarity with those who declared th#tte past but are part of a living tradition th&2 Pay- Our membership and subscription lists
the apartheid system erected and supportetteformed, yet always reforming,” a peopl@'€ Strictly confidential and do not constitute
by other Bible reading Christians wawhose only comfort in life and in death i&" indication of sexual orientation.
|doIatr3{, a denial _of the very mtegnty of thehat they belong to Christ. Your membership in ABConcerned or
church’s confession. All of this has helped - .
. , ubscription toVoice of the Turtldelp us to
us dlscoverthgt Qurchurch s concern for the these day_s we dare not be arrogant: T-El%\/ide information and outreach to sexual
n_ghts and d|gn|ty of gay, lesbian, andtoryqfourplIgr|mageW|th our gay, lesbial inority Baptists, family and friends through
bisexual people is notgbreak fro_m.our pasnd bisexual mem_bers at times has be&ﬂwebsite, literature and by telephone. Italso
or adeparture from Scripture, butis informedarked by hesitation, fear, and frequeRk|ps us have a presence at events, such as the
by our moments of greatest fidelity to th&ailures of nerve. At times prophetic VOICERBC/USA biennial meeting.
prophetic voice of the Bible and the Gospelighether heard from inside or from outside
embrace for those who, with Christ, hawe church, have been resisted. We have [fglou feel we have made an error on the date
been despised. always been properly respectful, or sougbih your address label, please let us know. We
to understand with sincerity, those sistetisank you for your continued support
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single vote to ordain him. “They made it

Th e Cal I to Se rve G Od clear it was because | was gay,” he said.

. The church might have accepted his

The Search for a Clerical Role application had he agreed to be celibate, he
said, “but | think it would have sent a
message to parishioners that it's OK to let
the church hurt you. | was not willing to say
| should not be a sexual person.”
Of all the issues surrounding homosexualitghurches across the country, headed a
ordination of sexually active gays andational organization of homosexualéfter investing nine years and tens of
lesbians to the Christian ministry may beithin the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.}housands of borrowed dollars in college
one of the most inflammatory. The Revand written several books, includingnd seminary, Knox felt lost. “I didn’t know
Leon Jeffords, 64, pastor of FirstUncommon Calling, “ the story of hishow to be or do anything else,” he said. He
Presbyterian Church in Douglasville and struggle to serve the church. He now editsturned to the United Methodist Church as
leader in the Presbytery of Greater Atlant@®pen Hands, a quarterly journal ci member, and took a job in the nonprofit
sums up the feelings of many clergy ammbngregations open to gays and lesbianshigalth field. In January, he became head of
laity across mainline Protestantism towafi/e denominations. the Georgia Equality Project, a political
the ordination of noncelibate homosexuals: action organization for gays and lesbians.
“We feel the Scriptures are very clear thattde moved to Atlanta in May 1993, when his
person should be living a lifestyle that ipartner, Mark King, took a job at AIDKnox teaches Sunday school at St. Mark
honorable and glorifies the Lord. Wetlanta (an AIDS and HIV serviceUnited Methodist Church, where he met his
believe homosexuality doesn’t do that.” organization). The two joined Ormewoogartner, John Lane. “| stayed in the church

Park Presbyterian Church and had thegrimarily because | love Jesus and they do
A few openly gay and lesbhian candidateslationship blessed in a ceremonjesus better at church than anywhere else,”
for the ministry have found churcheperformed by the church’s former ministesaid Knox. “I have also stayed in the church
willing to defy popular practice. Some werghey remain active church members, bhecause it's my responsibility to call the
ordained before they discovered the@Glaser said he identifies himself lesshurch to justice.”
homosexuality. But for most gay would-bstrongly as a Presbyterian than in the past.
clergy, the position of the churches leaves Knox said he feels “ordained by God if not
several choices — hide their sexuality|’'m optimistic that eventually gays andoy the United Methodist Church,” but
accept a lifetime of celibacy, transfer to tHesbians will be ordained in the Presbyteriaannot fully be a minister until the church
Universal Fellowship of MetropolitanChurch and in mainstream denominationsgllows him to administer its sacraments.
Community Churches or another gayaid Glaser. “I'm not optimistic that I'll be“That's a tremendous loss in my life,” he
friendly body, or wait for a change irordained.” Still, “I'm in it for the long said. “I grieve every Sunday a little.”
denominational policy. haul,” he said. “My greatest motivating

factor is knowing what we do will make it The Rev. Chris Copeland, 29, Baptist:
Here is a look at four gay metro Atlantaasier for young people born now.”

By Gayle White, Atlanta Journal-Constitution

residents, two who long for ordination and A year ago more than 100 people at
two who have succeeded. Harry Knox 37, United Methodist: Oakhurst Baptist Church laid their hands on
a kneeling Chris Copeland as he became an
Chris Glaser 47, Presbyterian: Ever since his teen years in Cordele, Hamwydained minister. “It was truly one of the

Knox, has wanted to be a United Methodistost meaningful and powerful experiences
Sitting at a wrought-iron table in theninister. As a student at Emory Universityof my life,” says Copeland. “Those people
courtyard of Trinity Presbyterian Churcls Candler School of Theology, he served had come to say to me they recognized my
on a sunny February day, Chris Glaspastor of a tiny church where two familiegift for ministry and my call for ministry.
looked dejected. Glaser, who is openly galyad gay sons. Through the process ©hey affirmed that and celebrated it with
had just watched the Presbytery of Greatsunseling them, he says, he realized he.”
Atlanta vote down a proposal that wouldould not be an effective minister unless he
have brought him closer to what he believeame to terms with his own sexuality. Copeland grew up in Snyder Memorial
is his lifelong calling — the Christian Baptist Church in Fayetteville, N.C., and
ministry. Because the United Methodist Church doédt called to the ministry from age 16. By

not ordain practicing gays and lesbianbis senior year at Wake Forest University,
Glaser, has been watching such votd&iox transferred to a seminary of thbe was state president of the Baptist Student
nationally and locally, since graduatingnited Church of Christ, generally mor&nion, the Southern Baptist Convention’s
from Yale Divinity School 21 years agoopen. But a Georgia-South Carolineollege campus ministry. By that year he
Although unordained, Glaser has spokendenominational committee refused by a@so knew he was gay.
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He enrolled in Andover Newton Theologicahave ever felt, when | realized who Go :
School in Massachusetts, affiliated with thgade me to be.” SJ OI n US FOr A
American Baptist Churches/USA. and the

United Church of Christ, but left because h&hen questions about sexuality came |_Retr‘e at i n I Owa
I

felt compelled to choose between beingdaring the ordination process, she said,

minister and being gay. chose to respond by talking about a

spectrum of sexuality, believing we all faifhe 1999 American Baptists Concerned
After a year working in campus ministry, heomewhere on the spectrum.” National Retreat will be held June 26-29 in
entered the law and theology program at Ames, lowa.

Emory University intending to work inA native of Virginia, she was raised a _ _
social justice. In Atlanta, he joinedSouthern Baptist and later became a Romae retreat leader will be the Rev. Cindy
Oakhurst Baptist Church, a congregatiapatholic. She graduated from Oregon StdyPeck, —pastor of Bethany Christian
affiliated with both the American BaptisUniversity, spent four years in the Marin&nited Parish in Worcester, Massachusetts
Churches and the Southern BaptiSlorps and then earned a divinity degré’é‘d an out leshian. _Cm_dysch_urch is aligned
Convention. Two years later, he felt hom Yale University. She entered th&ith three denominations, including the
could no longer deny the call he felt to beSacred Heart of Jesus order of nuns, Byf'erican Baptist Churches. Cindy led a
minister. after a year and a half, officials asked her ffpnderful regional retreat for ABConcerned
leave. “| didn’t believe they could disceanF]ISt Septefmber andhwe ha}ve |rI1V|ted heréo do
In what he describes as an “epiphanyGod's will for me,” she said. “That affected® Same forus atthe national retreat. Come
Copeland decided to “go for broke and trugie vow of obedience in a big way.” 100 With us for workshops and worship,
God.” He asked Oakhurst to ordain him. fellowship and recreation, rest and relaxation.
Risking expulsion from the SBC, thavhen her father died soon after she left t
church did, on May 11, 1997. A day lategonvent, she returned home to Norfolk and ' University. We will be housed i
Copeland received degrees in law amgund work as parish administrator at Googovrvriortgbele ?cIJ\:)?rr]SIV\)//i.th ues:”of ZIIOCL:ni L:r;
theology from Emory. Shepherd Episcopal Church. There, Sﬁgcreation tacilities Ames beingp N
decided she wanted to be ordained a prie . - '
Copeland works in the field of institutionalince she was living in Atlanta three yea{%zl\::irr?itzg ;(I);\(,:I:a’s fI:r ucsmt(ce) ggzhetrhi?w Ié?/\?aSt
development. But he holds on to the hopeljater when she completed preparation, :
being a Baptist pastor. “That's what | feedtlanta’s Bishop Frank K. Allan ordaine
called to and what | want to be and long tger in 1991 on behalf of the bishop
be,” he said. He recently marked the ongouthern Virginia.

year anniversary of his ordlnathn by . . leading up to the retreat. You are also invited
watching the videotape of the service. “Kanour spent a year in clinical Pastorgh isin us in Des Moines for the biennial, June
sort of gave me arenewed sense of hope tB@diication at Northside Hospital, workegs o5 '

this is going to happen,” he said. “I don'four years as a chaplain at Grady Memorial

know when.” Hospital’s hospice, and became interifihe retreat will begin Saturday afternoon,

. vicar at Emmaus House, a south Atlantgne 26 and conclude after breakfast,

transfer to the diocese last year so that S@eat is $180 for ABConcerned members
She was a former Marine captain and a nwould serve in a parish, Kanour became thgd $200 for those who have not paid
Now the Rev. Marion Kanour is an openljirst openly gay person received for officiahembership or made donations within the
lesbian Episcopal priest. Kanour, serves éfergy status in the diocese. last year. A $50 deposit is due a time of
assistant to the rector at St. Bartholomew’ s registration.
Episcopal Church in DeKalb County. Imt St. Bartholomew’s, a church known for
August 1997, when she and her partner ief wide range of community ministries, sha registration form is included with this
three years were introduced, thig assistant to the rector for missions anbice of the Turtle.If you do not have a
congregation gave them a standing ovatiafvangelism. She finds the ministryegistration form please write to us at: ABC
exhilarating. “My sexual orientation isn'tRetreat, P.O. Box 130792, St. Paul, MN

e retreat will be held on the campus of

thy a retreat in lowa? Many of us will be
Oeittending the biennial convention of the
American Baptist Churches/USA the week

Kanour is open about her sexual orientatidfie focus here,” says Kanour. 55113; email: ambaptists@aol.com or call
and her relationship, she said, because “it (925) 439-4672. Information and registration
seemed too claustrophobic in the closet for v forms are also available on our website:
me, and too paranoid. | would always be www.rainbowbaptists.org.

afraid of who knew. | wouldn’ t be able to Reprinted from

be fully who I am.” Kanour said she was 35 The Atlanta Journal and Constitution, |f you cannot attend the retreat but can help
and preparing for ordination when shfart of a multi-article series, June 6, 1998omeone else attend with the donation of
began to discover her homosexuality. “It scholarship money, we and those you can
was for me the most spiritually connected | assist, would be very appreciatiwe
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P) First and foremost, my partner (along witoing back to the story with which | began
%‘:m d our two dogs) is my family. On March 20, wghis column, | also considered photos of my
R will celebrate 22 years of being together. Wamily of faith. | recognize that the image of
%W@ have lots of great pictures we've taken ovelamily” is not always comfortable for people
By Rick Mixon the years. whose fami!ies ha_ve been abusive or
neglectful. Itis certainly not the only way to
Unlike many lesbian, gay, bisexual, ancharacterize one’s faith community. It is a
transgender folk, Gene and | are fortunatemeaningful metaphor for me, though. Over
Sweethearts A”I have very supportive families of originthe last 25 plus years, | have worshipped and
Throughout our partnership, it has been clearestled, prayed and played, laughed and
to me what people mean when they say tlwaited, eaten and worked with the Lakeshore
Sometimes, upon reflection, little things ithe length and strength of any relationshipé®@mmunity. These are my people. Our
life take on extra significance. Itis the custoinfluenced significantly by a community otcommon ground has always been our
ofthe Men’s Fellowship at Lakeshore Avenusupport. Itis hard enough to sustain marriagesmmitment to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Baptist Church to choose a female and maidiich have legal and social sanctions. Hodere, too, is family for me. Pictures might
“Sweetheart of the Year.” On the Sundayan other types of relationships surviviaclude one of several of Gene and me from
nearest Valentine's Day, these individualsithout the active support of families andhurch pictorial directories (always
are recognized in the service and givenfriends? photographed as a couple, no questions asked,)
corsage and boutonniere respectively. This my ordination service, choir pictures, church
year the female recipient was a long tim&/e have simply been another couple withjsicnics and retreats, even the awful picture of
member of the congregation who served mahgth of our families of origin for nearly oume in drag at the American Baptist Women's
years as church secretary. Dorothy was quétetire time to together. (It took Gene a littlspring “fashion” show. They’re all part of my
surprised to hear her name called, though skieile to come out to his family; I'd been outfamily” album. So, | guess this means | am
is a much loved and a “pillar” of theforafewyears.) The love and recognition whrice-blessed.
congregation. receive from our parents and siblings, with
their partners, children and grandchildren, Asctually, | am very aware of how my life has
As the President of the Men’s Fellowship wes® important to our life together. For thbeen blessed by these and by so many of you
making the presentation, | leaned over aptioto album, | could share pictures of Geneho are part of my extended family. There
jokingly whispered to John, another gay maand me standing together in the midst of lise some wonderful photographs from
who sings tenor in the choir, “One thing’s foflamily at his younger brother’s wedding andBConcerned retreats over the years which |
sure, they’ll never pick you or me.” Wadn the middle of my family’s portrait, made awvould love to share, but | understand the need
chuckled as Dorothy received her corsagée time of my step-father's Thirthday. to keep them confidential for the safety of
Then it came time to announce the male sisters and brothers whose “families” are not
“Sweetheart.” | was shocked and embarrass&bien there is family of choice. Inthe substanoederstanding and supportive. | do pray for
given what | had just said to John, to hear rapuse program where | work, we are mandagegch of your experiences of family which
name called. by our contractors to provide collateral familyespect and nurture, which challenge and love
services for our clients. It has been amu as you are. An unachievable ideal? |
Now in the overall scheme of things, beinigiteresting process to think about who thabpe not. | encourage each of us to commit
chosen “Sweetheart of the Year” by younight be for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, ammirselves to working toward the creation of
local congregation is not earth shattering nevisgnsgender clients we serve. Clearly it mustmilies - whether they be of origin, choice, or
but the affirmation is meaningful - at least, include partners, roommates, and variotath - families which will recognize us as the
was to me. After 25 years as a member of thiwmbers of each individual's social networsweethearts we are
congregation, they are vital to my life andince many of our clients are estranged frqm
work. In a real sense, they are family to nia@mily of origin. :
and it's great to know you're family concel!ﬂBdAmer I_Can
appreciates you. A flower, a hug, a word, 30 who is my family of choice and what Baptlsts Meet in
esture can all help to enrich the lives of thopbotos would | choose? Right away, bo .
\g/]ve love. P Gene and | thought about some of the gr¢ CO"“ECthUt
shots we have of times together with our . . . . .
After church, Chris and | were talking aboutiends Katherine and Elizabeth - riding Splagh Join with family .and'frlends ffom
the plans for the upcoming Biennial and Hdount at Disneyland, camped beside a lakdin 2CT0SS Connecticut in gathering gs
said ABConcerned was interested in collectiMjashington, celebrating birthdays and @ Supportive community.
pictures for a “family” aloum for use at théolidays - both silly and serious shots. Ard American Baptists
booth. | asked if he was looking for family ofhere other friends who have been there Concerned Connecticut
origin photos or family of choice. He repliethrough thick and thin, loving and encouragirjg
both. This conversation got me thinkingach of us individually and together as |a (860) 522-9275
about family. Just who is my family? Whatouple to be the best that we can be. abc-ct@rainbowbaptists.org
pictures might | share? |
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Welcoming&Affirming

Churches inclusive of all people regardless of sexual orientatiol

W sRA

ARLAEBEEA

FEALIWEERR

Church of the Covenant
P.O. Box 2888 99645
(907) 746-1089
Howard H. Bess, Pastor

CALIFORNIA

BERKELEY

First Baptist Church

2345 Channing Way 94704
(510) 848-5838

Esther Hargis, Pastor

OAKLAND

Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church
3534 Lakeshore Ave. 94610
(510) 893-2484

H. James Hopkins, Pastor

SANFRANCISCO

Dolores Street Baptist Church
938 Valencia St. 94110
(415) 826-2641

Doug Donley, Pastor

SAN JOSE

New Community of Faith
6350 Rainbow Dr. 95129
(408) 253-1408

Richard E. Taylor, Pastor
Vikki Yeghoyan, Associate

SANLEANDRO

San Leandro Community Church
1395 Bancroft Ave. 94577
(510) 483-1811

Kay Wellington, Pastor

CONNECTICUT

HARTFORD

Central Baptist Church
457 Main St. 06103
(860) 522-9275

Paul G. Gillespie, Pastor

INIDANK

Noank Baptist Church

18 Cathedral Heights 06340
(203) 536-7129

James L. Pratt, Pastor

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON
Riverside Baptist Church
680 Eye St. SW 20024
(202) 554-4330
Michael Bledsoe, Pastor

ILLINGDSS

CHIORED

Grace Baptist Church

1307 West Granville 60660
(773) 262-8700

Kelly Sprinkle, Pastor

EVANSTON

Lake Street Church

607 Lake St. 60201
(847) 864-218

Robert Thompson, Pastor

MASSACHUSETTS

CAMBRIDGE

Old Cambridge Baptist Church
1151 Massachusetts Ave. 02138
(617) 864-8068

Irving Cummings, Pastor

FRAMINGHAM

Park Street Baptist Church

38 Franklin St. 01701

(508) 872-1091

George Sinclair, Interim Pastor

WORCESTER

First Baptist Church
111 Park Ave. 01609
(508) 755-6143

MINNESOTA

MINNEAPOLIS

Judson Memorial Baptist Church
4101 Harriet Ave. South 55409
(612) 822-0649

Dale K. Edmondson, Pastor

Temple Baptist Church

3100 Columbus Ave. South 55407
(612) 823-6268

Michael Reed, Pastor

University Baptist Church

1219 University Ave. SE 55414
(612) 331-1768

Nadean Bishop, Pastor

NEW JERSEY

PRINCETON

Christ Congregation
50 Walnut Ln. 08540
(609) 921-6253
Jeffrey Mays, Pastor

NEW YORK

AALEBYNY

Emmanuel Baptist Church
275 State St. 12210
(518) 465-5161

Roy A. Donkin, Pastor

CORTLAND

United Community Church
19 Church St. 13045
(607) 753-1322

ITFHIC2A
First Baptist Church
Dewit Mall 14850

(607) 273-5800

NEW YORK CITY

Judson Memorial Church
55 Washington Square So.
(212) 477-0351

Peter Laarman, Pastor

10012

Association of Welcoming & Affirming Baptists
P.O. Box 2596 Attleboro Falls, MA 02763
(508) 226-1945 email: wabaptists@aol.com

http://members.aol.com/wabaptists

Madison Avenue Baptist Church
30 East 31st St. 10016

(212) 685-1377

Michael B. Easterling, Pastor

The Riverside Church

490 Riverside Dr. 10027

(212) 222-5900

James Forbes, Pastor

Brenda Stiers, Minister of
Program Administration

ROCHESTER

Lake Avenue Baptist Church
57 Ambrose St. 14608
716-458-5765

Peter Carman, Pastor

NORTH CAROLINA

FRALEGHH

Pullen Memorial Baptist Church
1801 Hillsborough St. 27605
(919) 828-0897

M. Mahan Siler, Jr., Pastor

CHAPEL HILL

Binkley Memorial Baptist Church
1712 Willow Drive 27514

(919) 942-4964

James Pike, Senior Pastor

QHID

GRANVILLE

First Baptist Church

115 West Broadway 43032
(614) 587-0336

George Williamson, Jr.,

Gail Clark Adams, Pastors

PENNSYLVANIA

WAMINE

Central Baptist Church
106 West Lancaster Ave.
(610) 688-0664

Marcia Bailey,

Marcus C. Pomeroy, Pastors

19087

WRGHINAA

RESTON

Washington Plaza Baptist Church
1615 Washington Plaza 20190
(703) 471-5225

WASHINGTON

SEATTILE

Seattle First Baptist Church

1111 Harvard Ave. 98122

(206) 325-6051

Rodney R. Romney, Craig Darling
David Kile, ministers

University Baptist Church
4554 Twelfth Ave. NE 98105
(206) 632-5188

Anne Hall,

Timothy Phillips, Co-Pastors

WISCONSIN

MADISON

First Baptist Church
518 N. Franklin Ave.
(608) 233-1880
Mark Clinger, Pastor

53705

Contact AWAB for

Is your congregation ready to take the steps
toward becoming Welcoming & Affirming?|

Information.

-

¢ Providing support for sexual minorities
and their parents and friends

¢ Advocating the full acceptance of sexual
minorities in American Baptist churches

401-943-3752
abc-ri@rainbowbaptists

J

Unite With Other
Concerned Baptists
in New England

Join with other LGBT American
Baptists and supportive allies in
Massachusetts for a time of socializing,
support and fellowship.

Anuarlcun Hapeleye,

s Unnorcned-Hnsarhiesrece,
abc-ma@rainbowbaptists.org

(978) 745-8259

P.O. Box 368 « Newton Center, MA 021159
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Join others who unite their
gay and Baptist identities.

Help bring a voice of
enlightenment, hope and
encouragement to over 3
million Texas Baptists.

Honesty/Texas provides
support, education and
advocacy for gay and lesbian
Baptists in Texas.

HONESTY/TEXAS
P.O. Box 190869
Dallas, TX 75219
214-521-5342, ext. 233
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relationships can't claim their partner or their

Can ada M OoVveS Toward Eq ual Ity partner's children as dependents on income-tax

continued from page 5 forms.

Registered retirement savings plans cannot be
advanced further than others in the courts anew view of families, but nothing was done. transferred to surviving homosexual partners
may have to be amended sooner than the time it without that person paying taxes.
would take to draft one overhauling bill. Last year, however, the government tipped its

position when it didn't appeal the Rosenbef@onflict-of-interest guidelines do not require
A more practical alternative - and certainly morease, which declared the definition of spouse people in same-sex partnerships to disclose their
manageable in terms of writing new legislatiothhe Income Tax Act was unconstitutional. Thgartner's activities, as their heterosexual
- may be to proceed case by case. The timingroling from the Ontario Court of Appeal clearedounterparts must.
the changes will depend on how the governmehe way for a pension system that allows widowed
makes them, since a piecemeal approach woséime-sex partners to collect survivor benefitslhe Bank Act or legislation regulating business
likely get specific legislation amended faster requires heterosexual spouses to disclose insider
than one large bill. The majority of the legislation that would havenformation, but does not ask the same thing of
to be changed has to do with pensions - includisgme-sex spouses.
Either way, with the courts ruling consistently ithe Canada Pension Plan and the pensions of a
favour of same-sex rights, the government wade range of federal employees, from thEhe country's bankruptcy laws do not specifically
seen to have little choice but to make théanadian Forces tothe RCMP (Royal Canadiprevent people in same-sex partnerships from
amendments. Mounted Police) to the federal public servicahifting their assets to their partner and then
Under the current CPP, for example, same-sgeclaring bankruptcy.
In 1995, when the Supreme Court of Canada spattners are not eligible for survivor benefits
that the Old Age Security Act discriminatedvhen their partner passes away. The Criminal Code does not protect same-sex
against same-sex couples, Ottawa acknowledged couples from being forced to testify against each
that the laws would have to change to reflectGther problem areas: People in same-sether, as heterosexual couples are protected v
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