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General Board Amends Vote, Dismissed
Churches Remain in ABC

On November 20, 1999, the General Board
of the American Baptist Churches/USA
voted to amend its June 1999 action that
denied the appeas of four California
churchesto remain cooperating churches of
American Baptist Churches/lUSA. The
churches had been dismissed from their
region because of their membership in the
Association of Welcoming & Affirming
Baptists, an organization dedicated to
incorporating gay, leshian and bisexual
personsinto the life of the church.

The amendment only changes the timeline
by which the June actions will take effect.
By a vote of 97 yes, 48 no, and 6
abstentions, the General Board voted to
postpone the date of dismissal from the
denomination of each church until June 30,
2001, effectively alowing a significant
period of time for each to seek membership
in one of the other 33 regional bodies that
are part of the denomination. “The 5,800
congregations that comprise American
Baptist Churches USA are members both of
regions and the national denomination; the
General Board action provides time for the
regionally dismissed churches, through
new regiona affiliations, to avoid any
guestions of their status within the
denomination,” according to the American
Baptist News Service.

The churches filing appeals; First Baptist
Church of Berkeley, Lakeshore Avenue
Baptist Churchin Oakland, New Community
of Faith in San Jose, and San Leandro
Community Church were all former
members of American Baptist Churches of
theWest.

The amendment by the General Board is
viewed by most people as a good
compromise by which the churches will be

ableto remain part of the ABC/USA. Many
supportersof thecongregationsstill believe
that the proceedings in June, in which the
churches’ appeals were denied, focused on
the churches’ inclusion of sexual minority
persons and not aviolation of the common-
criteria, theonly groundsfor dismissal of an
ABC/USA church.

The General Board action provided
agreement to stay, until June 30, 2001, the
call for adjudication brought by eight
American Baptist regionsinresponsetothe
General Board votes to dismiss the
churches. The regions that requested
adjudication are the American Baptist

continued on page 3

2000 Retr eat

Reclaiming the Wor disthethemeof the2000
American Baptists Concerned Retreat, June
9-12 at Seabeck Christian Conference Center
in Seabeck, WA. The Retreat leader is Dr.
Rembert Truluck, author of the recently
published book, Steps to Recovery From
Bible Abuse.

Atonetimeor another all of ushaveseenthe
Bible used as weapon to marginalize sexual
minority people. Comejoin usin Reclaiming
theWordand celebratingthegrace, inclusion
and affirmation that Jesus taught. At the
retreat you will have the opportunity to
worship, study and fellowship with other
leshbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
supportive Baptists in a safe and affirming
environment.

Theretreat center issituated on picturesque
Hood Canal, ninety minutes from Seattle by
car or ferry. Therewill beampletimeto enjoy
thenaturetrail sand viewsof thesnow capped
Olympic Mountains that abound.

Theretreat beginswith dinner, Friday June9
and concludes with breakfast on Monday,
June 12. The cost of the retreat is $185 per
person for members, $200 for non-members.
The registration deadline is May 1, 2000. A

1IN Seattle

$50 deposit per person is due at time of
registration. Please make plansto bewith us
for this spiritually uplifting experience.

For more information about the retreat
speaker, Dr. Truluck, or his book visit his
website, StepstoRecovery fromBibleAbuse,
at www.truluck.com. For registration forms
or moreinfo. visit www.rainbowbaptists.org
or contact us by mail, phone or email v
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A Family Outing

By Jim Singletary

When my partner Jim received an invitation
topreach oneSunday onMartha sVineyard,
we both looked forward to the opportunity,
for despitehavinglivedin M assachusettsfor
acombined total of 12 years, it was a part of
New England that neither of us had ever
been. Being overrun every summer with
tourists, and not made any better by regular
presidential visits, it’s the sort of place that
thoseof uswhohatecrowdsfind morereasons
to avoid than to visit. But this would be a
Sunday in late February, and since my

partner’ stwosons, ages10and8, spendtheir
weekends with us, it seemed like a great
opportunity for area family outing.

Well, like many such planned excursions,
theday heldin store morethan webargained
for. No, we didn’t experience any disasters
on that day, the ferry didn’'t capsize or
anything like that, nor did the rain that came
in the afternoon quite qualify as a dreaded
“nor’ easter,” but we were confronted with
one of those incidental experiences that
remind us that living honest queer lives out
of the closet is a bit more complicated than
we are sometimes willing to believe.

The drive to the ferry dock on Cape Cod
would takeafull two hoursfrom our homein
Salem, which meant having to rustle up a
couple of cranky boys very early on the
Sunday morning, though a couple of Happy
Meal breakfastskeptthem pretty well pacified
on theway down. Although the kidswanted
to listen to music on the radio, | couldn’'t
quite take their favored hip hop that early in
themorning, so after surfing thedial abit we
settled for what we thought at thetimewasa
local public radio station. The reason we
thought we had public radio wasbecausewe
found ourselveslistening to arather lengthy
and impressively well balanced news profile
of an “ex-gay ministry,” in which the voice
of reason coming fromarepresentativeof the
Human Rights Campaign was more or less
giventhelast word. Jim and | were delighted
to discover that the station we had been
listening to was in fact a local pop music
station fulfilling their FCC mandated public
affairsprogramming requirement onaSunday

morning. Wejust wished the spot had run at
a time when more of the regular listeners
would have been likely to hear it.
Nevertheless, Jim and | had to agree that it
was nice to think that honest treatments of
gay liveshavefinally hit themainstream. Y et
when we finally arrived on the island, we
were reminded that for all that newfound
honesty and openness in the secular media,
churchescanbeanaltogether different matter.

Whentheferry arrived, weweredelighted to
be greeted at the pier by Roger Spinney, the
pastor of the church who extended the
invitation to Jim to preach. Asit turned out,
Roger was on vacation that week, and didn’t
know if hewasgoingtobeat churchthat day
or not. He only knew that he didn’t want to
have to produce a sermon. Asit turned out,
Roger did decide to stick around and served
as our tour guide later in the day. But since
Roger was not planning to be a part of the
service at all, thetask of introducing Jim fell
to the liturgist. In her introduction she
mentioned his professional credentials and
and abit moreabout hisbackground. But as
for personal info, shenoted only that Jimwas
a “fine fella” who was present on that day
with histwo sons.

Now, it wasasmall enough church, and this
being decidedly the non-tourist season, that
everyone in the congregation would have
easily been able to identify the preacher’s
two sons, sittinginfull view inthefront pew.
But the congregants must have been
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somewhat perplexed regarding the identity
of the tall, equally unknown man, sitting
between them. When Jim took the lectern
after the intro, he felt obliged to fill in the
congregation on the identity of the mystery
man by mentioning that he was also “also
here today with his friend Jim Singletary.”

It felt good to be acknowledged, and for me,
to be described as a “friend” was perfectly
satisfactory. But asl discovered|ater, onthe
long drive home, having me relegated to the
statusof “friend” wasnot satisfactory toJim.
In fact, he felt terrible about it, but admitted
that hedidn’ twanttotakeachanceongetting
a friend and colleague, the pastor of this
church, in trouble. Especially since Roger
proved to be such agracious host, taking us
outtobrunchatthefamousBlack Dog Tavern,
then for a tour of the island, including
(appropriately enough) the stunning cliffsat
Gay Head.

Itisnodoubt afriendly church, and gracious
in their interaction with us during coffee
hour. And we were quite impressed that it
seemed so racially and socio-economically
diverse; theliturgist herself was an African-
American woman. But hasthat samelevel of
diversity has yet extended to the issue of
sexual orientation? If it is anything like the
great mgjority of Baptist Churchesthenitis
quite unlikely.

Perhaps we are being a bit too hard on this
churchandaresecond-guessingthesituation.
Perhapsthequestion of Jim’ ssexuality would
not have been aproblem if it had been made
clear from the beginning. These were the
thingsJim and | discussed many hourslater,
after the long wet drive home, over a well
deserved delicious Thai dinner. Jim, still
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feeling guilty about not being abletopublicly
acknowledge me as his partner, came to the
decisionthat hereafter, hewouldrefusetobe
akind of gay Uncle Tom, shying away from
any implication of making waves to protect
the status quo. Whenever he is asked to
preach, he will confirm with the pastor that
he will be bringing his partner and will be
introducing him from the pulpit.

Given the controversy currently raging in
many regions of our denomination over the
inclusion of gaysand lesbiansasmembersin
our churches, it standsto reason that noneof
us can really take for granted how
congregations will feel about out gay and
lesbian ministers. As gay and lesbian and
bisexual Baptists, our struggle for a place at
thetable(touseauthor BruceBawer’ sphrase)
depends on our visibility. But we cannot
afford to win that visibility at the expense of
putting our straight (and sometimes gay)
allied in professional jeopardy, thus risking
those vital allegiances. Real danger does
exist, but it istruly counter productive if we
avoid opportunities to make our presence
known and our voicesheard whenthedanger
is more perceptual than evidentiary. | feel
that Jim made the correct decision in the
pulpit on that day, especially considering it
had to be made in a split second. But, aswe
bothrealizedlater, it might havebeenavoided
had we taken proper precautions, which will
bedoneinthefuture. Sol hopeif you arean
active queer clergy or lay person, | hopeyou
areasfar out of thecloset asyou can possibly
be, and | hope our little learning experience
can be of help to you aswell.

v

General Board Amends Vote

continuedfrompagel

Churches of Connecticut, American Baptist
Churches of Metro Chicago, American
Baptist Churches of Metropolitan New
York, Philadelphia Baptist Association,
American  Baptist Churches of
M assachusetts, American Baptist Churches
of the Rochester/Genesee Region, the
American Baptist Churches of Wisconsin
and the American Baptist Churches of the
South.

The regions had alleged the General Board
actions lacked procedural due process and
violated local church autonomy. They also
contend that it had not been proven that the
churches had violated the common-criteria
(Standing Rule 5.1) to which all cooperating
churchessubscribe.

The regions agreed to stay the call for
adj udication upon adoption of thechangein
the time line for dismissal and upon
commitment of the General Board and the
General Executive Council to participate in
the* Common Ground” processof discussion
and understanding regarding theissueof the
churches’ denominational status. Theregions
agreed that adjudication proceedingswill be
dismissed without prejudice assoon aseach
of the four churches has either had a new
regional relationship recognized by the
General Board or failed to establish a new
regional relationship by June 30, 2001.

The motion to amend the Genera Board

action was brought by representative
William Apel of Oregon. The motion read:
“In order to help resolve certain pending
issuesincluding eight adj udi cationsbetween
regions and the General Board, and in order
to minimize conflicts which divide us and
distract us from doing the work of the Lord
to which we are called, | move that the
General Board amend each of its votes of
June 20 and 21, 1999 concerning appeals of
the First Baptist Church of Berkeley,
L akeshore Avenue Baptist Church, the New
Community of Faith, and the San Leandro
Community Church to read asfollows: ‘ The
appeal isdenied, such denial totakeeffect as
of June 30, 2001."”

At a meeting in Philadelphia in September,
between representatives of the dismissed
churchesand most of the regionsrequesting
adjudication, a pledge was made to provide
regional support to the churches. It wasalso
decided that each of the churcheswill apply
to a different region. This will prevent any
one region from becoming a target of any
faction within the denomination. First
Baptist Church of Granville, Ohio, whose
appeal was upheld in June, pending review,
has now been accepted into American
Baptist Churches of the Rochester/Genesee
Region.
Portions fromthe
American Baptist News Service

v

Need Someone
to Talk To?

Fenway Community Health
Center's Gay and Lesbian Help line
offers a wide range of information
and support for adults and youth.

1-888-340-GLBT (4528)
Adults 21 and over

1-800-399-PEER (7337)
High school and college-age
teens peer listening line

Matthew Shepard
1977 - 1998

Art by Dick Alexander

Don't Let God’s Children Be
Victims of Intolerance

“Matt is loved by God. It is love that has radiated
out of the midst of this tragedy, love which
empowers his parents to speak compassion rather
than condemnation, love which inspired his friends
to acts of prayer and witness, love which is more
powerful than any voice of hate.

He was not always a winner according to the
world's standards. He struggled to fit into a world
not always kind to gentle spirits. What was
important to Matt was to care, to help to nurture, to
bring joy to others in his quiet, gentle way.”

— Rev. Anne Kitch
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As We Approach The Next Millennium,
Where Are We As American Baptists?

Where are we as American Baptists as we
approach the millennium? As a lifelong
American Baptist, | havefoundthisquestion
surfacing in my mind more and more
regularly asthe new year, and new century,
nears. Certainly for those of us who
represent the affirmation of sexual minority
personsinthe ABC, thispast year hasbeena
disturbing and disheartening onein light of
the General Board’s June decision to
exclude several of our sister churches from
fellowship on the basis of their inclusive
ministry to gays and lesbians. How do we
survive as a family of faith in the midst of
such division and disagreement? Can we
survive as a family of faith, agreeing to
disagree and reconcile our differences
before we are irrevocably and irreversibly
severed?

As | have sought some clarity and insight
into these questions and where we are as a
denomination, I am struck by the fact that
what is happening right now in my family of
faith is very similar to what is happening in
my family of origin. Just asanumber of local
churches have gradually reached their point
of “coming out” to the larger ABC family as
being welcoming and affirming (and yes,
that number has been much higher than just
the four California and one Ohio churches
that have been on the front lines of late!), |
haveundergonemy own personal journey of
coming out to my family as happily lesbian.
Whileit would be an understatement to say
that neither family has been especialy
overjoyed to hear this news, | am not sure
whether they have found it more
disconcerting that we really are who we say
we are or that we can be so happy and at
peace while being who we are. At any rate, |
have found myself caught in the painful
vortex of these two families struggling with
the reality that all is not as they thought,
trying to come to grips with a family
member that no longer acts or thinks or says
the words of the script that has seemingly
held ustogether for so long.

We are, all of us | believe, in a period of

By Heather Rittenhouse

wrestling with the angel, similar to the
experience of Jacob in Genesis 32. Thisisa
passagethat hasalwaysintrigued me; | have
continually been fascinated by the idea that
Jacob, a mere human, could successfully
engage in a physical tussle with a divine
being and not immediately be crushed into
dust. After al, aren’t most of us taught as
childrenin our faith that none of uscan hold
acandleto thetiniest ounce of God’ s power
and might? Yet, on one level, thistext isas
much about our wrestling with the other
members of our family as it is about our
wrestling with God. Jacob had spent his
whole life wrestling with his family — first
with his brother, Esau, over birthrights and
paternal favor, then with his father, Isaac,
over his place of legacy in the family line,
and finally with his father-in-law, Laban,
over wives and property. Each time the
struggle centered around each party’s
desirestobeontopintherelationshipandto
be heard as people with something
important to say. Without a doubt, we, like
Jacob, are in conflict with our family
members. As a family of faith, we wrestle
with each other to try to be heard and
understood, val ued and recogni zed, perhaps
even obeyed and favored. We cannot agree
upon who should be in the family and who
should be | eft outside the gates; we cannot
hear or voice the pain and fear behind our
actions; we cannot at timeseven cometo the
table to talk about what it is that makes us a
family in the first place. We as American
Baptists are a family in terrible conflict,
wrestling with each other as we try to
understand who we are and where we have
been. Some of the family has been displaced
andthepainthatisfeltisheavy and piercing.
Wearenot OK, wearenot at peacewith each
other, and so wewrestletogether throughthe
night.

| experience this struggle in the same kinds
of ways as have many of you. Perhaps you
were there with me at the Biennial meeting
when the word of the General Board vote
become known and the breath was taken
from us, asif we had been punched hard in

the stomach and thrown onto the ground,
gasping for air. Perhaps you were among
those who marched into the meeting hall
holding rocksor crosses, or who sang hymns
of freedom and peace in the hallway until
your throats ached as much as your hearts.
Perhaps you felt, as| did, that the family all
of a sudden got a little smaller and a lot
sadder because you and | were no longer
welcome at the table. Perhaps even some of
you experienced the crippling weight of
returning home and discovering that your
family of originfelt the sameway asdid your
family of faith, and the wrestling began all
over again.

Y et despite our pain and our struggle, the
story is not as bleak as it may seem.
Although Jacob’s struggle with the angel
was torturous and exhausting, that incident
also marked for him his great moment of
truth, the moment when his eyes were
opened and he understood for the first time
what God was trying to do in his life. |
believethat thisisamoment of truthfor usas
well, a time when we have the potential to
have our eyes opened and emerge from our
wrestling as people changed by what we
have experienced. This is indeed a moment
of truth for us as we struggle to define who
we are and construct some new guidelines
regarding how we relate as family members.
Unfortunately, for the ABC family aswell as
for my own personal family, we could
choose to go our own separate ways and
remain closed, estranged, divided, scarred.
We could | et the chasm between us grow to
the point where it cannot be bridged, or we
can choose to be reconciling, peaceful
sisters and brothers, parents and children
who can finally greet each other in love, as
Jacob and Esau learned to do after this
fateful night. Can wedo this, will wedothis
in the ABC? The struggle is still anong us
and the outcomeis not certain, but anything
isyet possible. This isthe moment of truth
for us, when we decide how we will be in
relationship and what our family will ook
like when the night is past.



March 2000

Doice of the Turtle * 5

Unfortunately, much of what happensin the
larger family is beyond our individual
control. | cannot by myself heal the pains
inflicted and felt in my own family, nor can
those who have been outcast by the ABC
ultimately decide by themselves whether
they will be welcomed or not. However, the
end of Jacob’ sstory holds out hopefor all of
uswhofind ourselvesontheshort end of the
stick in this wrestling match. When one
wrestles with angels, as Jacob found out,
there is no real chance of being victorious
and asserting absolute power and control.
Y et there is the promise of receiving what
Jacob had struggled with everyoneinhislife
for — the blessing. The whole point of
Jacob’s struggle with the angel was to
receive a blessing, a goal he reached only
after he had been wounded in the fight.
Many of uswould prefer to walk around free
and unscathed, and many of the people in
our families of faith and origin try valiantly
to step over the blood oozing from our
wounds, but we will missthe blessing if we
avoid thewounds.

There is no blessing to be found in
pretending that theissuesarenot real or that
there is not a conflict going on; the real
blessing comes to those who hang on until
the end, through the wounds and the pain.
Oncethefight wasover andtheblessingwas
about to beimparted on Jacob, theangel told
him that the significance of thismoment was
to be found in the fact that Jacob had
struggled with God and humanity and had
overcome. The victory for him came not in
asserting complete control and power, for he
did not. Rather the victory came in hanging
on through the wounds to receive the
blessing of God. Our victory inthisstruggle
will not be found in getting our way or
winning acceptanceand lovefromtherest of
our family members. While those might be
desirable outcomes that we can continue to
work and pray for, that will not bethe source
of victory. For those of uswho feel outcast,
hurt, betrayed, and abandoned, the victory
will come in holding on for the blessing.
Where are we as American Baptists as we
face the new millennium? | do not know if
any of usinthefamily arerealy certain. Yet
we can be certain that a blessing is coming
for those who are wounded in the struggle
and hold on until the break of the new day.

v

We Need Your Help!

As we move into the next millennium,
American Baptists Concerned is asking for
your help to continue our ministry on behalf
of leshian, gay, bisexua and transgender
Baptists, their families and friends. 1999
wasabusy and unexpectedly expensiveyear
for ABConcerned. We extended our
outreach, support and ministry with the
launch of our website Rainbow Baptists. At
the ABC/USA biennial meeting in June, we
held workshops on being Christian and gay
and coming out within a family. Following
the biennial, we held our annual retreat.

The actions to expel the four California
churchestaken by the General Board prior to
the Biennial, caused usto incur anumber of
unexpected expenses. We purchased
materials to build the four wooden crosses
that were carried in processions and
displayed in solidarity of the
disfellowshipped churches at the biennial.
We acquired a half-ton of rocks that were
carried by people from the Welcoming &

Affirming Baptists worship to the Veterans
Auditorium and the prayer wall in support of
the four congregations, and had the rocks
removed afterward. We al so produced much
literature that was used to inform people of
the un-Baptist action and how it threatened
local church autonomy and Baptist freedom.

In the coming year, we want to expand
Rainbow Baptists, participate in the
Millennium march in Washington, D.C. in
April, take part in the Welcome 2000
gathering of welcoming church groups in
August, and make our Juneretreat in Seattle
an outstanding event for sexual minority and
supportive Baptists. Weal sowant toresume
quarterly publication of Voice of the Turtle,
which we have been unable to do, partly
because of insufficient funds. Please help us
sustain our ministry and continue to
outreach to those who feel alienated and
abandoned by the church. Help us share the
affirmation and grace of God’ s love.

v

WOW 2000 Gathering

Witness Our Welcome: God's Promiseisfor
You, thefirst ever ecumenical gathering of the
“wel coming churches’ movement. Some2000
participants from eight denominationsin the
U.S. and Canada are expected to attend. A
meeting for people from the ABC/USA and
Association of Welcoming & Affirming
Baptists will bestructured aspart of theevent
andwill taketheplaceof theAWAB gathering
which is held in alternative years from the
ABC biennial.

Planning for theevents, whichwill takeplace
at Northern Illinois University in DeKalb,
about 60 miles west of Chicago, is well
advanced. Speakers and leaders who are
aready confirmedincludeJmmy Creech, Chris
Glaser, Carter Heyward, Virginia Ramey
Mollenkott, Jane Spahr, Mel White, and
Walter Wink.

For additional information and registration
material, contact WOW 2000, PMB#111, 5250

N. Broadway, Chicago, IL 60640; 800-318-
5581; markleby @aol.com v

RAINBOW BAPTISTS
www.rainbowbaptists.org

American Baptists
Concerned of the
Rochester, NY Area

Join us as we seek to embody
the Good News of God'’s
acceptance and love.

(716) 392-2998

abc-rny@rainbowbaptists.org
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An Open Letter on the Future of the ABC
TheTimefor Dialogueis Over!

Brothersand Sistersin Christ,

As a concerned member of an American
Baptist church and onewho hasgrownupin
ABC churches, | have watched the
developments and process of the General
Boardand spokenwithsevera of itsmembers
about theissuesinvolving disfellowshipped
churches. Though a stay of execution has
been granted to these churches, and many in
the theological center of our denomination
seem placatedwiththeboard’ sdecisionat the
fall meeting, the danger to our denomination
isnow even closer at hand.

A collective sigh of relief rose from some
around our denomination when the General
Board allowed the four disfellowshipped
churches in California time to seek
membership in a different regional
organizationthantheonethat threw themout.
Thereisafeelingthat | have sensed that many
ontheinclusivesideof theissuebelievethat
cooler heads have prevailed, the immediate
problem is put off if not solved and we can
continue to dialogue about human sexuality
and inclusiveness with our Conservative/
Evangelical brothersand sistersinthe ABC -
all inthe hope of finding “common ground.”
Justtheoppositeistrue.

The issues of human sexuality, Welcoming
and Affirming churches, disfellowshipping
andtheAuthority of Scripturearewoveninto
afabric-intheABC and other denominations
- that istailor madeto unravel.

Theregionsthat havecalledfor adjudication
have pulled back and onceagainthereisacall
from the middlefor dialogue on the issues of
human sexuality. The General Boardisready
to exercise its new tool of Common Ground
processfor dialogue and many seemto think
that thedarkest of thedaysarenow behind us..
But those who believe that this problem will
be solved by any process of dialogue have
compl etely misunderstoodour conservative/
evangelica wing (CEW).

For those who would support
disfellowshipping, thisisnot an issue about
homosexuality or human sexuality. Theissue
-initsentirety -isoneof Scriptural Authority,

the Inerrancy of Scripture as seen through
the lens of Verbal Inspiration of Scripture
(or asimilar theory). Anyonewho believesit
possible to dialogue with the CEW on any
other basisthanthishasfailedtounderstand
theentiredebate.

No scientific, medical, sociologic, societal or
historic arguments will hold any water with
the CEW. Likewiseany theol ogical argument
based on understandings other than aliteral
scriptural understanding ispointless. Noone
isgoingto changethefundamental beliefsof
our CEW friends, toattempttodo soisfutile.

Where does this leave us? Can the ABC

manage to sustain the extremes of diversity?
What istheretotalk about?

The answersto these questions are difficult
and troubling. Unless the freedom to hold
differing understandings of Scriptural
Inspiration, Inerrancy, and Authority can be
accepted by all, without using the majority
opinionsto dictate membership requirements
for individuals and churches, this
denomination will unravel. But how can the
CEW be faithful to their beliefs and yet
remaininadenomination that doesnot share
them. For themitisasimpleandtheologically
correct answer, they can not. Either they must
find away to change the ABC or they must
leave it. This is precisely the motivation
behind the American Baptist Evangelical’s
(ABE's) cdll for “Renewal.”

The CEW in conjunction with the ABE have
over thepast several yearsbeen attempting to
change the ABC, purify and cleanse it by
rallying the conservative and evangelical
members of ABC with a call for
denominational standards for membership
that conform to their understandings of
scripture. Thisismost evidentinthe ABE’s
call for achange in the Common Criteria for
Cooperating Churches. In stating that it has
“becomenecessary to add biblical standards
to the Covenant of Relationships and the
Common Criteriafor Cooperating Churches,”
they offer this addition: “Uphold the
teachings of Scripture and not to promote or
permit practices and teachings that are
contrary toitsclear meaning.”

If the ABE got their way and thisamendment
wasadoptedintoour Covenant of Relationship
it would set up a system of tyranny by the
majority - squelching any varying views of
scriptureand interpretation. Why?Becausea
majority couldtell theminority - by their vote
- what the“ clear meaning” of scriptureis. In
such a case any real diversity in our
denominationwoul d soon ceasetoexist.

Unabletoforeseeanimmediatechangeinthe
national Common Criteria the ABE
encouraged individual regions to make this
or similar changesintheir regional Covenant
of Relations and Common Criteria. The
changesthat havebeen madeinthe American
Baptist Churchesof theWest (ABCW) inthis
area are ominous and must be deemed
unacceptable by ABC/USA. If Regions are
allowed to undercut our traditional stance
supportinginclusivity and sever thecovenantal
link local churcheshavewithABC/USA, dire
consequenceswill follow.

Consider thefollowing: First, achangeinthe
ABCW’ sregional Covenant of Relationships
banned membership by any cooperating
churchinaWelcoming and Affirming or like
organization. InaMachiavellianmoveonthe
part of the ABCW, this change in the
Covenant of Relationshipswasapproved by
majority vote with the very next order of
business being to charge the four (now)
disfellowshipped churcheswithviolatingthat
very changeintheregional Common Criteria
for Cooperating Churches instituted just
moments before!  The cold, mean spirited,
calculating, expedience displayed in this
actionisunworthy of any calling themselves
Christians.

Second, an action with national
denominational implications by the ABCW
and at |l east one other region may providefor
the ground-work for the dismembering of
entire Regions from the ABC/USA. These
regions have changed their Covenant of
Rel ationships so that cooperating churches
can be members of the region but not
members of ABC/USA. Why is this so
threatening to our denomination? Because,
coupled with statements by evangelical
membersof the General Board and published
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statements in the ABE’s newsletter, ABE
Connections, it givesominoushintsastothe
CEW’sgame plan.

If the CEW cannot changethe ABC/USA and
mold it into their theological ideal - and they
will continuetotry for theforeseeablefuture
- then they, like schoolyard sore losers, will
try to pick up their marbles and leave.
Unfortunately these* marbles” arenot round
piecesof glassworth butafew cents, they are
regional camps and conference centers,
church properties, regional headquartersand
invested funds.

Onehasonly tocast acritical eyetotherecent
statements and actions by the CEW and the
ABE to seethe plan behind them. Two major
actions have been noted above. Now the
reader must focus on thefollowing:

1) TheABE, inanarticleentitled“Who owns
your church building and assets?” (ABE
Connections, Oct. 99), strongly supportedthe
right of local churches to leave our
denomination - even when the pastor breaks
his/her vowsinthe" Covenant andthe Codeof
Ethicsfor Professional ChurchLeadersof the
ABC/USA” andleadsthechurchout - taking
with them all church property evenif thereis
a sizable minority of ABC loyalists who
wished to remain a cooperating church.

The ABE asksthe question, “ To what extent
isregional and denominational involvement
in local church ownership disputes
appropriate?’ Thisisasticky issue, nodoubt,
and requires much thought and wisdom, but
moreimportant to thedenominationisthat the
ABEtakesthequestiontothenextlevel. They
contemplate whether or not a region can
remove itself from the ABC/USA and retain
all of theregionsassets - both infrastructure
and monetary resources. Thisiswhy allowing
churches to be members of aregion and not
the ABC/USA can not betol erated. For once
conservative/evangelical churchesareinthe
strong majority in aregion they can vote to
leave the ABC, attempt to take all the
region's assets and leave loyal churches
twisting in the wind!

In its article the ABE is clearly laying the
ground work for their plan‘B’ - that isif they
fail to change the ABC/USA into their
likeness, they will work both locally and
regionally to leave the ABC and take the
assetsof loyal ABC members (and of course
ABC/USA’s) assetswith them.

2) But if this is not troubling enough a
General Board representative from Maine
(Who has publicly affirmed his pride in
being an ABE member) made the following
statement at agathering of interested parties
to discuss human sexuality and
disfellowshippingissuesat Immanuel Baptist
in Portland, ME. In response to a question
asking, in general, what the future holds if
the four disfellowshipped churches are able
toremain in the ABC by way of uniting with
other regions, he stated, “| don’t know how
we will avoid a[denominational] split.” It is
not much of a stretch to assume that this
statement represents the thoughts of
members of the ABE in general.

In summery, the actions of the ABCW in
changing their Common Criteria for
Cooperating Churches and Covenant of
Relationships coupled with the above
statements of the ABE draw a picture of a
coordinated movement toward the reality of
either theologically dominating the ABC or
dismantling it church by church and region

by region.

My friends, now is not the time for more
dialogue. The two sides have been talking
past each other for years because the
statements from each side spring from
different paradigms. We will not be able to
resolvethisissueaslongasonesideinsistson
ousting the other. This is exactly what the
CEW wishes to do. They do so from a
theological viewpoint that they see as
inviolate, and their mindswill not bechanged.

Now isnot the time for adjudicating regions
to back away from their demands, because
there can be no“ common ground” when one
side has denied ground for the other to
stand onin thefirst place.

Now is not the time to be placated with the
remaining eighteen monthsaccorded thefour
Californiachurchesto find another regionto
accept them, thinking that thisisoneproblem
solved. The fight has just begun and the
longer wedeny thisreality, allowingthe CEW
and the ABE to organize and recruit from
outside our denomination (by bringing
conservative/evangelical churches in
regionally but not nationally), the more
difficultitwill betoretainour historicidentity
asAmerican Baptists.

What time is it then? It is time that as a
denominationwereaffirmthat inclusivity - of

differing understandings of scripture,
theology, biblical inspiration, scriptural
authority, and church identities and calling
onalocal, regional and national level aswell
as races, languages, worship styles, (and if
necessary, addinwriting, sexual orientations),
etc. - isaninextricable component of what it
means to be American Baptist.

Y estherewill be somewhowill not beableto
abide this stance and they may feel called to
leavethe ABC. Inthiscasethey will |eave of
their own freewill (but not without making a
lot of noise) - noonewill forcethem out. They
haveother denominationstoalignthemselves
with; SBC, Conservative Baptists among
others. But asinclusive American Baptists, if
our denominationischanged by the CEW and
ABE, we have no where elseto go.

The reader may think that these are the
rantings of a paranoid pastor from an out of
theway towninMaine, your right - but it does
not meanthat they’ renot after us! Pleasegeta
copy of “ AHill OnWhich ToDie” by Judge
Presslerif youthink what | havestated above
can not happeninthe ABC. Itishisdetailed,
first person account of how he and other
Conservative Evangelical’s took over the
Southern Baptist Convention.

Finaly, there may be aflicker of hopein all
this darkness. And if there is any common
ground to befound it ishere: If we can fully
appreciatewhat Jesusmeant when hepointed
outtheuniversal natureof humansinthenwe
will stop splintering and return to logging
(Matt. 7:1-5). If those who hold to the view
that the practice of homosexuality is
incompatiblewith Christianity (aswell asthe
rest of us who hold differing views) would
only takestock of their own habitual sinsand
thustheir ownneedfor God' sconstant grace,
thenwemay findaway totruly beaninclusive
denomination. Theonly common ground that
is large enough for all sides in this hurtful
debacl eisground madeof asoil comprised of
sinandgracemixedinequal parts. Insoil such
as this does the Rose of Sharon grow and
bloom. In this common ground when seed is
scattered it finds only good soil in which to
takeroot. For over thiscommon ground, from
this good soil, does the vine spread its
branches, flower and bear an abundant crop.

Rev. Greg Thomas
Bowdoin, ME
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Marching in the Light of God

By RossW. Dekle

When | moved to Boston in 1992 | was
looking forwardtolivinginacity that isboth
richintraditionsand alsoaplacewherebeing
openly gay iswidely accepted. | knew froma
previous visit that | would be able to find a
warm and welcoming spiritual home at the
Old CambridgeBaptist Church. What | didn’t
realize was how all three of these things
would come together on Gay Pride Day.
Shortly beforemy first Pride Day in Boston |
saw an advertisement in the loca GLBT
newspaper for aPridelnterfaith Servicetobe
held just before the Parade. | went and was
astonished to find the Old South Church
packed with a large and joyful crowd of
people who had come together to worship
God in their many ways on this very special
day. | soon learned that not only was this
service along standing Boston tradition, it
alsoistheoldest such serviceinthecountry.
It wasn't long before | found myself
representing my church andthelocal chapter
of American Baptists Concerned on the
planning committee now called the Pride
Interfaith Coalition.

1999 was the twenty-second year the Pride
Day Interfaith ServicewasheldinBostonand
it' sthemewas‘Hopefor the Future.” About
900 gay, leshian, bisexual and transgender
people packed the church. Colorful banners
fromawidevariety of religiousorganizations
hung from the balconies and would later be
carried beforetheir groupsintheparade. The
opening procession marchedtothefrontina
swirl of rainbow flags and jingling bells as
the congregation sang “Lift Every Voiceand
Sing”. A welcome was given by one of the
United Church of Christ ministers of Old
South Church. Then the haunting sounds of
three Shofars, the traditional Jewish rams
horn, was blown by members of Am Tikva,
Boston’scommunity of GLBT Jews, asacall
toworship. Candleswerelit by aleader of the
American Ethical Union to remember those
in our community whom we have lost, to
cel ebrate the freedom we have today, and to
look to the future with hope.

Readingswere givenfrom AudreLordeby a

Unitarian/Universalist minister, the book of
Isaiah by a member of Dignity, the Catholic
GLBT advocacy group, andthebook of Luke
by a priest from the Paulist Center. The
sermon, entitled ‘ Hope for the Future,” was
given by Rev. Joan Saniuk, the pastor of
Boston’s Metropolitan Community Church.
Special music was provided by Boston's
GLBT acappellachoir, Coro Allegro and the
Pride Tones, Boston’ sL eshian choral group.
Special awardsweregiveninabsentiato Rev.
Jmmy Creech and Rev. Gregory Dell for
their courageous work in the United
M ethodist Church, and wereaccepted by two
of their Methodist colleagues. A benediction
wasgivenby al utheranvicar, andthenweall
marched out singing “We are Marching in
the Light of God.”

As | was racing to pull down my church’'s
banner and rushing off to find our group and
get into placefor the Pride Parade | couldn’t
hel p reflecting on thewords of Jesus, “In my
father’ s/mother’ shousearemany mansions.”
| felt that day that | had caught a glimpse of
that glorious and many roomed dwelling.
And as | joined my church family as we
marched in that vast crowd of gay, leshian
transgender, bisexual and straight people |
feltthat wewereall truly marchinginthelight
of God v

A Call for Jubilee

By Ross W. Dekle

I come from a family with a history of
Baptist service. A history that stretchesback
long before the Civil War. My great-
grandfather and grandfather were both
Baptist preachers. My parents active in the
diaconate and youth programs of several
churches. My brother isamissionary and my
sister isa Christian education leader. | have
followed in their faithful footsteps as a
Sunday School teacher, trustee, missions
society chairman and Deacon. | don’t say
this in order to boast. | know that many
people can match or surpassthisrecord. But
asChristianswe canonly boastinthesaving
work of Jesus. | am merely trying to show
that | have had a long and committed
exposure to Baptist beliefs and principals.

And coming from this background | must

say that | amappalled at thedi sfellowshipping
of the churches in California. This action
would suggest that our long held beliefsin
Soul Liberty and the autonomy of the local
church are to be overthrown in order to
worship at thealtar of thefalseidol of afalse
unity. False, | say, because as Baptists we
have always held that true unity comes not
from reciting the same creed, preaching the
same theology, or belonging to the same
associations. True unity can only come
through union with our Lord Jesus Christ.
Imposing new criteria by which fellow
churches will be welcomed or cast out will
never bring about alasting unity. Instead it
opens the door for more and more criteria
until our whole denomination will be torn
apart by those trying to impose their views
on others and by those that resist that

coercion. And how many more will flee
from the ensuing chaos?

So, please, let us return to the Baptist
principlesour spiritual forebearsbequeathed
to usby wel coming back our sister churches,
and together work for a real and lasting
Jubilee unity v

Concerned American

Baptists Meet in
Connecticut

Join with family and friends from
across Connecticut in gathering as
a supportive community.

American Baptists
ConcernedConnecticut
(860) 446-0404, Jud- (860) 342-2599, Pat
abc-ct@rainbowbaptists.org
(I
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Georgia Baptists Expel Two
Affirming Churches

Macon, GA - The Georgia Baptist
Convention voted November 16, to expel
Oakhurst Baptist Church in Decatur and
Virginia Highlands Baptist Church in
Atlanta. This marked the first time in the
177-year history of the state Southern
Baptistsconventionthat it hastakensuchan
action. The GBC changed its constitution
last year to exclude congregations that
“affirm, approve or endorse homosexual
behavior.”

“The Georgia Baptist Convention
encourages, indeed urges, our churches to
minister to everyone including
homosexuals,” the Rev. Robert White, the
GBC's executive director, said in explaining
a recommendation by the GBC's executive
committee to cut ties to Oakhurst and
Virginia-Highland.

“The problem is what is the church's
dispositiontoward thesin of homosexuality?
Does your church minister to homosexuals
... or does your church go beyond that to
honor the sin of homosexuality?” White
said. “We believe that honoring
homosexuality in this way is an error,”

Both Oakhurst and VirginiaHighland are
congregations that embrace their diversity
and openness, which their pastors say is a
response to the urban communitiesinwhich
they arelocated. At Oakhurst, gay men and
leshians serve as Sunday school teachers,
choir members, deacons and ministers.
VirginiasHighland has gay and leshian
members and has held a same-sex blessing
ceremony.

“This community of faith owes an apology
tonooneforitsministriesand for itswitness
as a church on mission,” the Rev. Timothy
Shirley, pastor of Virginia-Highland, told
the convention. “The ministry that leshian
and gay Christians offer so joyfully to our
churchisablessing and acrucial part of the
life of this congregation,” said the Rev.
Lanny Peters, pastor of Oakhurst.

The votes for expulsion came after
messengers (del egates) refused arequest by

Peters for a period of reconciliation and
conversation among the state’'s Baptist
churches about the issue of homosexuality.
“Our church has been in dialogue for 20
years about homosexuality,” he said. “We
do not believe such an important matter
should be dealt with in 10 minutes at this
convention.”

Urging the convention to act immediately
and “draw a line in the sand, written in
blood,” the Rev. James Merritt, pastor of
First Baptist Churchin Snellville, said, “ The
issue before usisnot homosexuality. . ..The
issue before usisfidelity to the truth of the
word of God.”

But the Rev. Chris Graham, pastor of the
Church of the Savior in Roswell, cautioned,

“There are peopl e here today who have gay

children, gay grandchildren and who work

with people who are gay. They will go home

withthequestionwhere, inthisgreat body of

Christ that we uphold, will those children,

those grandchildren, those friends find a
home?’

“QOakhurst and Virginia-Highland need the
Georgia Baptist Convention,” Graham said,
“but you are mistaken today if you don’t
think this convention needs Virginia-
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Highland Baptist Church in Atlanta and
Oakhurst Baptist Church in Decatur.”

The real was aways about Baptist
principles, although the Georgia Baptist
Convention thought that it was about sin,”
according to Jack Smith, a member of
Oakhurst. “Historically, Baptists for
centuries have had defining principles - two
of which were violated by expelling
Oakhurst and Virginia-Highland - autonomy
of the local congregation and the right and
responsibility of the members of the
congregation to study and interpret the
Scriptures.” Autonomy of the local
congregation, meansthat local churches set
their own course in ministry and
congregational life. At Oakhurst every
member is a minister - no one is a second-
class member, according to Smith. On the
interpreting of the Scriptures, he says
Oakhurst has struggled mightily with the
issue of homosexuality for twenty years.
Consensus has come down that the Bible
saysthat thereisroom at God’ stablefor all.

“This violation of Baptist principles by the
Georgia Baptist Convention will have
consegquence beyond expelling Oakhurst
and Virginia-Highland, and naming
homosexuality as sin,” says Smith “Who
will be the next congregation to be expelled
and because of what sin?’

Portions fromthe
Atlanta Journal-Constitution

v

FBC GranvilleJoins
Rochester/Genesee
Region

The First Baptist Church of Granville, Ohio,
was welcomed into the American Baptist
Churches of the Rochester/Genesee Region
inNovember. Brightyellow signsannouncing
“Welcome, First Baptist Churchof Granville”
were scattered around Colgate Rochester
Divinity School wherethe meeting washeld.

The move which requires denominational
approval received the required approved by
the General Board at its November 1999
meeting. v

Join the Millennium
March for LGBT
Rights

On April 30, 2000 join the Millennium March
on Washington (MMOW). It is the fourth
national civil rights march to promote equal
rights for all gay, leshian, bisexual, and
transgender individuals. American Baptists
Concerned is a supporter of the march.

If you' re going to Washington for themarch
andrally andwouldliketoconnect withother
American Baptists Concerned members or
groups, please let us know. We will do our
best to put you in touch v
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Reflections on Lynchburg

By Doug Donley

I never evengot closeenoughtotheRev. Jerry
Falwell totouch him, makeeyecontact or shake
hishand. Butthat’ sall right. Therewereenough
peopledoingthat. Besides, | figureditwasmore
important for him to shake hands with and
encounter gay, | esbian, bisexual andtransgender
(glbt) folk than thisnon-gay white guy, even
thoughheisafellow Baptist Pastor. | wasmuch
moreinterestedinmeetinghispeople.

| wasoneof 200 peoplewhotravel edtoLynchburg,
Virginiarecently tomeettheRev. Jerry Falwell
andhiscohortsinorder toencouragethemtotone
downtherhetoric against the sexual minority
community. | wasoneof sevenpeoplefromthe
Bay Area, includingfellow churchmember Dave
Chandler. Weknow sowell thathate speechl eads
toviolence. Weal soknowthat hatespeechcomes
fromignorance. Weall hadstoriestoshare. And
weweredeterminedtosharethem. A monthago,
I wroteJerry Falwell aletterandinit| said:

“Many of thegay andlesbianmembers
of my community wouldnot darestep
foot in achurch, let alone a Baptist
church. They havebeentoowounded
by thejudgmental, cruel and shortsighted
pronouncements made by Baptist
ministerssuchasyourself. Many have
contemplatedsuicide. Many havel ost
theirfaithinGod. Asafellow minister,
I know thismust horrify you. Sadly,
peoplelessintelligentthanyouand|
will seeyour attacksagainst gay and
leshianpeopleasjustificationfortheir
ownviolenceagainst gay andlesbians.
| pray that youwill ceaseusing public
media to spread fear and
misunderstanding about homosexual

people”

Thisispersonal tome. | wasdenied ordination
twicebecausel would not say homosexuality was
asinand| now serveasPastor of SanFrancisco’s
only Welcomingand Affirming Baptist church.
M ost gay membersof my churchhavebeenthe
victimsof gay-bashingat onetimeor another. | am
alsoabrother of alesbiansister and | wouldnot
dreamof encouraginghertochangeher orientation
sinceitispartof whosheis. | seeher orientation
asagift from God. That’swhy | had to goto
Lynchburg.

ThepeoplewhotraveledtoLynchburgwerenot
pie-in-the-sky passive pawns. No, we were
committedtoactivenonviolence. Weeachlogged
ontowww.soulforce.organdtook aseventeen-
stepcourseinnonviolentsocial change. Ain'tthe

internetgreat? For months, weprayedfor Jerry
andhisfollowers. Weprayedthat our spiritsbe
renewed. Weknewthat if wewerenot abletolove
Jerry,yes—IloveJderry Falwell, thenwewerenot
readyforthisencounter.

The nonviolence training changed me.
Nonviolencehastwogoals. Thefirstisyour own
personal spiritual renewal . Thesecondgoal isto
transformsociety. Asanactivistforthepasttwo
decades, | cantell youthat | haveheavily weighted
my activity ontheother side—thetransformingof
society side. | will marchdownstreets. | will get
arrested. | will preach. Butl will alsoletmy anger
getthebetter of me. | will fall intothe abyssof
depression. Mywordswill containthebiteand
sting of distrust and cynicism. Who wantsa
transformed soci ety with abunch of peoplewho
look andactlikethat? TheweekendinLynchburg
renewed my spirit.

| hadtoconfrontthefactthatforall of myidealism
andactivism, if my spiritwasnot renewed, then|

hadnobusinessthere. If | wasnotrightwithGod;
if lwasnotwillingtolovemy enemiesandpray for
thosewhopersecutemeandthosel love;if | was
not willing to take the insults and the blows
without retaliating—takingthesufferingupon
myself;if | wasnotwillingtoberelentlessinthe
struggl e, thenl wasnot ready for nonviolentsocial
action.

| had to cometo gripswithmy ownblinders. |

don’ttendtotrustfolkswhocontinuetodemonize
thosewhom | love. Butwhen | | et that hatred
consumeme, | losepart of myself. | handmy best
self overtomy enemies. | walk around angry and
depressed. Gandhi andMartinL uther Kingteach
usthatloveismorepowerful thanhate. Whenwe
arearmedwiththetruth, wehaveal ready won.
Andintheprocesswearetransformed. Gandhi
taughtthat our passionisrel easedonlywhenwe
|eavebehindtheclutter of ourlives. Thisincludes
ourownpetty hurts, ourworry about our position
and privilege. Thiskindof prayerful focuswas
new for me. Thismeant searchingmy ownsoul—
evenrealizingthat someof mywordsandactions
had not beenloving.

Andyet,if youareawareof theblessingsandthe
mercy of God and the surenessof your mission, |

learned, then you are on the way to spiritual
renewal . Andonly renewed peoplecaneffectively

changesociety for thebetter becausethosekinds
of peopleseek anew kind of community, notjust
avictory.

On Saturday afternoonwebegantocreatethat

new community. | sat down at atable with a
studentandaprofessor fromLiberty University,
thecollegethat Jerry founded. Inbetweenspeeches
from Jerry Falwell and Mel White (hisformer
ghostwriter,author of Stranger attheGate: tobe
GayandChristianinAmerica,andgay activist)
werushedthroughour stories. Oneof themain
reasonsforthehatred of theglbt communityis
ignorance. Folksdon’ tknow out-of -the-cl oset
gayfolks. Toofewfolksknow“straight” Baptist
ministerswhowel comegl bt peopleasfull members
of thei rcongregati onswithoutmakingthemchange
their sexual orientation. Wecamearmedwiththe
truth. Jesussaid, " youshall knowthetruthandthe
truthshall setyoufree.”

Thecollegejunior sitting at my tablehad decided
onlytheday beforethat shewouldattend. If they
werejudgmental against us,itdidn’t show. But
they werenervous. Oncetheicewasbroken,
however,welaughed, cried, spokeaboutfamily,
careers, friends, hopes, dreamsandfears. We
beganarelationshipthat | hopewill last.

Thoseinpositionsof power don’ talwayswantto
hear thestories, becausethey arehardtorefute—
they addvaliditytothecauseof theoppositionand
they underminetheirdomination. Thatiswhythis
meetingwasso historic. For thefirsttime, we
wereabletoshareour storiesonewithanother
acrossthegulf that dividestoomany of us. We
tendtodemonizeour opponents, whichkeepsus
wherewe are. And thereisan odd safety in
tradition, inpredictability. Butitalsorotsour
souls.

Jerry Falwell surprisedme. Hesurprisedus. He
started out by apol ogizingfor hisviolentwords
andvitriolicfundraisingletters. Hevowed to
watchhiswordsand hisactionsvery carefully.
Whenhetol dparentsof gaysandlesbianstolove
their children and not kick them out of their
homes, westood onour feet and applauded. Mel
Whitewasrightwhenhesaid," Jerry, that statement
alonewill savelives.” Jerry Falwell took ahuge
chunk out of thewall of divisionwhichhehel ped
tocreate. Thewallisstill pretty muchintact, but
it’ snotasstrongasit usedtobe.

Jerry Falwell hasalongway togo. Hestill says
“hate the sin, love the sinner.” He doesn’t
understandthat callinghomosexuality asinisa
formof spiritual violence. Hestill uses*thegay
lifestyle” whentalkingaboutthesupposedsinof
homosexuality. Heneedsto start talking about
orientation, buttodothatwouldadmitthat God
createdpeoplegay orlesbian. Jerry Falwell doesn’t
understand (yet) that havinganangry ex-gay on
thepodiumtalkingabouthow heleftthelifeof gay
debaucherytobeaChristianisalsoanaffrontto
thedeepfaithof ourglbtsistersandbrothers. Jerry
Falwell continuestolumphomosexuality with

continuedonpage12
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Welcoming&Affirming

Churchesinclusiveof all peopleregardlessof sexual orientation

ALASKA

PALMER

Churchof theCovenant
PO.Box2888 99645
(907)746-1089

CALIFORNIA

BERKELEY

First Baptist Church
2345ChanningWay 94704
(510)848-5838

OAKLAND

L akeshoreAvenueBaptist Church
3534LakeshoreAve. 94610
(510)893-2484

SANFRANCISCO
DoloresStreet Baptist Church
938VaenciaSt. 94110
(415)826-2641

SANJOSE
NewCommunityof Faith
6350RainbowDr. 95129
(408)253-1408

SANLEANDRO
SanLeandroCommunity Church
1395BancroftAve. 94577
(510)483-1811

COLORADO
GRAND JUNCTION
Koinonia Church
73025Rd. 81505
(970) 242-3947

CONNECTICUT

NOANK

Noank Baptist Church

18 Cathedral Heights 06340
(203) 536-7129

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WASHINGTON
Riverside Baptist Church
680 Eye St. SW 20024
(202) 554-4330

ILLINOIS

CHICAGO

Grace Baptist Church

1307 West Granville 60660
(773) 262-8700

EVANSTON

Lake Street Church
607 Lake St. 60201
(847) 864-218

MASSACHUSETTS

CAMBRIDGE

Old Cambridge Baptist Church
1151 MassachusettsAve. 02138
(617) 864-8068

NORTHAMPTON
First Baptist Church
129 Main St. 01060
(413) 584-9392

WORCESTER

Bethany Christian United Parish
1189 Main St. 01603

(508) 754-1695

MINNESOTA

MINNEAPOLIS

Judson Memorial Baptist
Church

4101 Harriet Ave. South 55409
(612) 822-0649

University Baptist Church
1219 University Ave. SE 55414
(612) 331-1768

NEW JERSEY

PRINCETON

Christ Congregation
50Walnut Ln. 08540
(609) 921-6253

NEW YORK

ALBANY

Emmanuel Baptist Church
275 State St. 12210

(518) 465-5161

CORTLAND

United Community Church
19 Church St. 13045

(607) 753-1322

ITHACA
First Baptist Church
Dewit Mall 14850

(607) 273-5800

NEW YORK CITY
Judson Memorial Church
55 Washington Square
So. 10012

(212) 477-0351

Association of Welcoming & Affirming Baptists
P.O. Box 2596 ¢ Attleboro Falls, MA 02763
(508) 226-1945 « email: wabaptists@aol.com

http://members.aol .com/wabaptists

Madison Avenue Baptist Church
30 East 31st St. 10016
(212) 685-1377

TheRiverside Church
490 RiversideDr. 10027
(212)222-5900

ROCHESTER

L akeAvenueBaptist Church
57AmbroseSt. 14608
716-458-5765

NORTHCAROLINA

RALEIGH

PullenMemorial Baptist Church
1801HillsboroughSt. 27605
(919)828-0897

CHAPELHILL

BinkleyM emorial Baptist Church
1712WillowDrive 27514
(919)942-4964

OHIO

GRANVILLE

First Baptist Church
115WestBroadway 43032
(614)587-0336

PENNSYLVANIA

STATECOLLEGE
University Baptist Church
411S.BurrowesSt. 16801
(814)237-2708

TEXAS

HOUSTON

Covenant Baptist Church
6610AlderDr. 77081
(713)668-8830

VIRGINIA

RESTON

Washington PlazaBaptist Church
1615WashingtonPlaza 20190
(703)471-5225

WASHINGTON

SEATTLE
SeattleFirstBaptist Church
1111HarvardAve. 98122
(206)325-6051

University Baptist Church
4554TwelfthAve.NE 98105
(206)632-5188

WISCONSIN

MADISON

FirstBaptist Church
518N.FranklinAve. 53705
(608)233-1880

WAYNE
HARTFORD First Baptist Church Central Baptist Church
Central Baptist Church 111 Park Ave. 01609 106 West Lancaster Ave. 19087
457 MainSt. 06103 (508) 755-6143 (610) 688-0664
(860) 522-9275
. American H H Join otherswho unite their gay
; . Baptist Unite Wlth Othe_r and Baptist identities.
; 'y gy DAPUSIS Concerned Baptists
'{# Concerned - N E I d Help bring avoice of
" Rhode Idand IN New Englan enlightenment, hopeand
encouragement toover 3

* Providing support for sexual minoritiesand
their parents and friends

» Advocating the full acceptance of sexual
minoritiesin American Baptist churches

(401) 884-6478,Attn: Diane

abe-ri@rainbowbaptists

- J

Join with other LGBT American
Baptists and supportive alies in
Massachusetts for a time of socializing,
support and fellowship.

F Amgricam Ha plists
. A Cimeernic b aysgmisets
% 7 abc-ma@rainbowbaptists.org
* (508) 681-8409, JimSingletary

P.O.Box 368 « Newton Center, MA 021159
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million Texas Baptists.

Honesty/Texas provides
support, educationand
advocacy for gay and lesbian
Baptists in Texas.

HONESTY/TEXAS
P.O.Box 190869
Dallas, TX 75219
214-521-5342, ext. 233
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Reflectionson Lynchburg

continued from page 10

drunkennessandpromi scuity—sinswhichhesays
needtobeconquered. Buthewasrightinsaying
that he hasspentmoretimeandenergyloving
thoseother sinnersthanhehaslovinggaysand
leshians.

But we should not losetheimportance of the
victory inLynchburg. Jerry Falwell called on
peopletolovetheirgay children. Hecalledfor
an endto physical violence against gaysand
lesbians. Hesaidhewaswrongto caricaturethe
glbt community based upon the outrageous
actionsof thefringe. What weshowed himwas
that alargepart of thiscommunity isnotawhole
lot different than hiscommunity:boring.

Oneof our Buddhist friendssharedthefollowing
guotewhichweheldasamantrafor theweekend:
“Thethought manifestsastheword. Theword

manifestsasthedeed. Thedeed developsinto
habit. The habit hardensinto character. So
watchthethought anditswayswithcare. Letit
spring from love born out of concern for all
livingthings.”

Buttheimportantvictory inLynchburgwasnot
reflectedinthespeechesor thesound bytesor
theposturing. Thereal victoryisthatweshared
stories. Therearenow 200storieswhichcannot
bedeniedinhiscommunity. Weal sohave200
stories and more from our Lynchburg
counterparts, which we need to share. The
community isbeing created acrossthegulf that
hasdividedus. Andsomehow, that gulf doesnot
seemsoinsurmountableanymore. | havealittle
more hope that if either of my two young
daughtersshouldrealizethat they werelesbian,
thatthey mightliveinachurchandasociety that

embraced them without judgement, fear or
violence. Butitwill takealot morework than
aweekendinLynchburg.

Now comesthehardpart. Notonly doweneed
todefend Jerry Falwell for what hepromised, we
haveto hold himto those promises. Andwe
needtodothehardwork of makingthisworlda
better place. We have to expand the use of
Soulforceprinciplesandfoster understanding
aboveposturingaboutcrucial issues.

There is still a lot work ahead, but what a
beginning. In Lynchburg, | met 400 sweet
gentlepeoplecommittedwithall their heartsto
thepursuit of justice. | know my spirit hasbeen
renewed by thisexperience. Andl amever more
committed to taking the next chunk out of the
wall that separatesmy gl bt sistersand brothers
fromtherest of thehousehold of faithw

Rev. Douglas M. Donley is pastor of
Dolores Street Baptist Church
in San Francisco

&% American Baptists Concerned
P.O.Box 3183 « Walnut Creek, CA 94598
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